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Review of Some Hot Issues of the History of the Song Dynasty

since the Reform and Opening
LI Huarui
(School of History, Capital Normal University, Beij ing 100089, China)
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Abstract: Since the reform and opening, the study on the history of the Song Dynasty has made great progress which is
presented not only by the publishing of some valuable monographs on the history of system of decrees and regulations,
history of financial problems and sector economic, urban history, population currency history, regional economic history,
legal history, social history, family history, women’ s marriage, cultural thought, but also by the extensive and profound
discussion of some hot issues, such as historical divisions and the historical status of the Song Dynasty, piled-up poverty
and w eakness, economic development level of the Song Dynasty, historical status of the Southern Song Dynasty, emperor
and scholarbureaucrat’ s joint governance of the nation, Emperor T aizu of Song Dynasty s oath of never killing minis-
ters, grow th and decline of the power of the prime minister, ethos of scholars, transformation of scholars, innovation in
the T ang and Song Dynasties and Wang An Shi Reform. These achievements have pushed the status of the Song Dynas-
ty forward in Chinese history and deepened the understanding of its characteristics. [deological emancipation, diversifica
tion of the research methods and tendency, compilation and publication of the literatures of the Song Dynasty also play a
promoting role in the progress of the research on the history of the Song Dynasty. But the deficiencies such as the aca

demic criteria insufficiency, repetitive study and the hasty pursuit for achievements also exist in the process of the re-

search.
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