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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Greetings from Bristol, UK! As I write another
year is reaching a close. It’s particularly apparent
in this part of the world, with lowering skies and
rapidly cooling temperatures. Indeed, weather
reports indicate the possibility of snow... I hope.
The Australian and New Zealand Society for the
History of Medicine has also had a busy time, as
conference years often are. We were extremely
fortunate in our organisers for the 2011 Brisbane
Conference, and we are confident that our next
gathering, for Darwin in 2013, will be equally well
managed. In the interim we would also like to
encourage members to consider offering a paper
for the 2012 Australian Historical Association
conference, to be held in Adelaide (9-13 July).
AHA conferences are excellent opportunities to
meet with historians in other fields, but also to
share with a wider audience the great work that is
done by our members.

This year has also seen our Society undertake an
array of activities that are crucial to the work of
historical societies like ours, but perhaps less well
recognised. The ANZSHM is often approached by
individuals and organisations for advice or
comment. These range from questions about the
history of medicine, through to expert comment
on policy or program development. The Society is
of course always pleased to be able to respond to
such requests, and in
particular to direct
enquirers to our members
ho have relevant

interest. To enable this
process to occur more
fluidly, it would be very
useful if our Society had
access to an ‘experts
register’ similar to those
developed by many
universities. Of course the
« ANZSHM faces some

» logistical challenges in
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developing and maintain such a register — not
least because we lack a permanent secretariat.
However we would be interested to hear what
members think, and welcome any suggestions for
how it might be organised.

This brings me to explaining why I am here in
Bristol. I am currently attending a conference to
learn more about the experiences of UK
universities in the field of public engagement.
Health and medicine have been at the forefront of
‘client’ (or consumer) participation in the
development and delivery of services. Similar
processes have been adopted by other sectors in
our societies, such as schools, police and politics.
Conference discussions about the role of
universities in society and strategies to increase
their relevance for their communities have been
fascinating and have made me think about the
role of historical societies like the ANZSHM: how
we ensure our continued relevance, not just for
current members but also to the wider
community, as a repository of knowledge — and
indeed passion — for the history of medicine in
Australia and New Zealand. Just like universities
or hospitals, I would argue, historical societies
have obligations to the wider community. Clearly,
one ‘duty’ of historical societies is to ensure that
we preserve, create and pass on knowledge and
artefacts about our field of history. But the
ANZSHM also has an important role in sharing
our knowledge and passion for the history of
medicine and to encourage further enquiry. In
some ways historical societies are a prototype for
more recent forms of engagement activities. The
founding purpose of many societies is to give back
to the wider community, to help develop a greater
understanding of our field of endeavour through
publications, public talks, museum exhibitions
and a variety of other communication channels.
Finding new and expanded ways to continue this
important work remains a goal for the future.

Louella McCarthy
L.Mccarthy@uws.edu.au
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The history of nursing needs much more attention
than it receives, and one of my missions in life is to
make sure it does. I strongly believe (as we all do —
I'm sorry for preaching to the converted) that mod-
ern day practice must be implemented through the
lens of history, even if the only reason for doing so
is to stop us making the same mistakes repeatedly.

My career has been adventurous. I “trained’ as a
nurse in Brisbane in the late 1960s, when we
needed permission to stay out after 10pm, and
were sent to Matron if we were late. Strangely,
while very protective of our virginity, if a ship full
of American soldiers and sailors arrived in town
(Brisbane was the main R&R port for the Vietnam
War), we were all allowed, indeed encouraged, to
go to their parties on board! Life in the nurses’
home was great fun, but work was harrowing. We
hear talk now of the “good old days’ of hospital
training, but my experience would never lead me
to describe those days as "good’.

After becoming a registered nurse, I undertook the
paediatric course at the Royal Alexandra Hospital
for Children and then married and began many
years of part time employment. I worked as an oc-
cupational health nurse on the Snowy Mountains
Scheme, where my new husband was working; we
had babies and eventually returned to Brisbane.
My long association with the Mater Hospitals (and
their love of history) began then, as I became a
weekend night nurse in ICU. My husband had
very itchy feet and we found ourselves in Papua
New Guinea and then Indonesia. In both those
places, my love of history deepened. Port Moresby
had a wonderful out door cinema at the Ela Beach

RSL, and their library had an amazing collection of
books about PNG, its people and history. Indone-
sia, of course, has a very long history, and visits to
Jakarta’s old town from where Abel Tasman set
sail, was a highlight. In both places I was fortunate
to work as a nurse — in Jakarta, in the Australian
Embassy clinic, and in PNG in a clinic that served a
residential college and surrounding villages. My
clinic had a shed snake skin hanging from the ceil-
ing.

Returning to Australian when our children needed
serious schooling, I returned to the Mater Chil-
dren’s Hospital, undertaking a variety of roles and
shifts, but again, mainly because of family commit-
ments, more night duty. In 1987, Queensland Uni-
versity of Technology offered a Bachelor’s degree
in nursing — the first one in Queensland, and I was
one of the first intake. Degree education for nurs-
ing has been the most important and beneficial
event for nursing since Catherine McAuley started
the Sisters of Mercy in 1831. I took to study like a
fish to water, and haven’t stopped since. A Master
of Medical Science followed, at University of
Queensland, then a PhD, and this year (2011) I
have become the first nurse in Australia to be
awarded a higher doctorate — a Doctor of Medi-
cine, by UQ.

My academic career path has included chairs at the
University of Limerick, University of Hull, and
now Curtin University, and I hold an honorary
chair at the University of Queensland and an ad-
junct chair at University of Western Australia.
Other highlights have been a Churchill Fellowship,
a Centaur Memorial Fellowship, scholarships from
NHMRC, and a visit to Buckingham Palace to meet
the Queen and Prince Philip.

My work in history has bridged many areas, from
Matthew Flinders’ father (we lived in England not
far from their village) to military nurses, including
those who died on AHS Centaur. However, most of
my historical work has been on the role of nurses
and midwives in the Nazi era, when they thought it
right and proper and an integral and acceptable
part of their nursing role to kill their patients.
Scholarship around doctors’ roles is abundant, but
nurses and midwives have been largely ignored. I
am writing a book about this at present, in con-
junction with a colleague from the USA.

As the newly appointed Australian representative
on the International Society for the History of
Medicine, and on ANZHSM Council, I will be able
to promote the history of nursing.

Linda Shields
L.Shields@curtin.edu.au
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MEMBERS’ NEWS

Welcome!

Sally Cockburn (VIC)

David Cockburn (VIC)

Charles Gay (NSW)

Brenda Hampson (NSW)
Roger Hampson (NSW)

Birgit Heilmann (NSW)

(for Harry Daly Museum ASA)
Rachael McMillan (VIC)

(for Harry Brookes Allen Museum)
Alexia Monecrieff (SA)

John Paull (TAS)

Benjamin Tassie (NSW)

Chris Wilson (NSW)
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EDITOR’S COLUMN

Contributions to the Newsletter are always wel-
come. The next deadline for copy is 15 February
2012.

Feedback on what you would like to see included is
always welcome. Personally I would welcome an
expansion of the Journal Watch beyond the major
medical history journals. Don’t hide your light un-
der a bushel — if you have published medical his-
tory articles in another peer-reviewed journal let
us know about it!

Copy should be sent to the editor, Derek A Dow at
d.dow@auckland.ac.nz or, if you prefer snail mail,
62 Koraha St, Auckland 1050, NZ

BRUCE STOREY
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

On Wednesday 11 May 1911 the Bruce Storey Me-
morial Library was officially opened, as part of the
Heritage Museum at Sydney’s Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital. The collection contains some 1200 books
relating to Australian medical history, dating back
to the early 1900s. Unlike many collectors, Dr Sto-
rey had read every single one of his books, and
many contain his own notes, according to RPA
Museum director and ANZSHM member Dr Kathi
Hillier.

Bruce Storey was a long-time member of the
ANZSHM, and the RPA’s resident historian until
his death in June 2010.

Dr Kathi Hillier with some of the
Bruce Storey Memorial Collection
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Gold in them thar hills? Some
colonial medical “truants’

In 1936 Lord Moynihan delivered a famous lecture
entitled "Truants - the story of some who deserted
medicine yet triumphed’. He himself had tri-
umphed without leaving the profession, rising to
be President of the Royal College of Surgeons. But
in colonial Australia a doctor was often hard
pressed even to make a living from medical prac-
tice, so that many sought their livelihoods (or sup-
plemented their incomes) as “truants’ from the
profession in which they were trained.

AMPI data shows that not a few practising doctors
were successful in other fields. Botany was popu-
lar, and was often combined with ongoing medical
practice. Australia’s medical botanists have been
chronicled by a number of biographers and histori-
ans, including the Society’s own John Pearn. Naval
surgeons, while not truants, could be considered
professional seafarers as much as doctors.

However some doctors did abandon medical prac-
tice for other fields of endeavour. Most commonly
they took up agriculture, and we find doctors as
farmers, graziers and winegrowers. Others entered
politics (there are over 40 MPs in the AMPI file).
Some went exploring, or prospecting for gold.

While many colonial doctors worked on the gold-
fields in their professional capacity, there were a
few optimistic souls who actually abandoned their
profession for a time to become “diggers’. Dr.
Tracy left Adelaide in 1852 to fossick for gold at
Mount Alexander in
Victoria, but he soon
returned to medi-
cine, becoming a
leading Melbourne
obstetrician. Dr Wil-
liam Gosse, also
from Adelaide, went
briefly to Victoria as
a digger before re-
turning home no
richer, to resume his
medical career.

Several doctors went
from Australia to the -
California gold rush
in 1849. They in-
cluded William Gill-
bee from Van

Diemen’s Land, who ultimately had a successful
practice in Victoria. From New South Wales went
Adoniah Vallack, who was in practice at Monterey
in 1850. Richard Bunce from Adelaide and Freder-
ick Bastone from Maitland NSW had a partnership
in San Francisco. However Dr Bastone, after losing
everything in a fire that destroyed hundreds of
houses, died a few months later in September
1850. Dr Bunce returned to Australia, where he
practised on the Mount Alexander goldfield before
coming to rest at Ballarat.

An outstanding character on the Australian gold-
fields was the enterprising German mineralogist
Dr George Bruhn. He prospected for coal in South
Australia before moving to Victoria, where he
claimed a role in the discovery of gold in 1851. He
is sometimes described as a physician (although
his qualifications are not known) and he did occa-
sionally act in a medical capacity. He was associ-
ated with the goldfields in Victoria and NSW for
about ten years. In 1854 he toured the colonies ex-
hibiting an impressive model of the Mount Alexan-
der diggings. In 1855 following a trip to Europe,
this was replaced by a model of the Grand Fortress
of Sebastopol! Presumably these models looked
much like those of battlefields currently on display
in the Australian War Museum, Canberra.

Stephen Due
stephencdue@gmail.com

Ballarat diggings 1860s (SDS Huyghue)
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BEN HANEMAN AWARD 2011

The Judges for the 2011 Ben Haneman award
would like to congratulate all nine candidates on
the high quality of submissions. It was a difficult
task to single out a winner as the papers were all of
great interest and a pleasure to read.

The judges agreed that this year's award should go
to Clare Parker’s paper entitled “Thalidomide, foe-
tal deformities and the legal abortion debate’, for
an interesting and innovative argument about an
issue of high significance currently and in the past.
Parker combined an important topic, effective re-
search and a compelling writing style to produce a
particularly valuable reassessment of the impact of
medicine on wider societal and historical develop-
ments.

The runners up are:

Nils Hansson for a valuable analysis of an impor-
tant topic. *Foreign physicians in the Third Reich:
international visitors to the Nazi elite school in Alt
Rehse, 1935-1943" was well put together in time
and context and provided new insights into a de-
fining moment in the history of medicine. The pa-
per highlighted the global significance of the his-
tory of medicine, and provided an excellent model
of a microhistorical analysis of a specific text to
illuminate wider historical issues.

Pat Seery for a paper on an interesting and original
topic, which indicated an imaginative research
method. In *Almost famous: Dr David Field Ren-
nie’, Seery displayed an excellent writing style
which was just a little ‘quirky’, adding interest es-
pecially with regard to the role of creativity and
near misses in the history of medicine. The paper
highlighted the importance of investigating
*failures’ as well as “successes’.

BRYAN GANDEVIA PRIZE

The Australian War Memorial is proud to announce
the Bryan Gandevia Prize to foster and promote re-
search into Australian military history, military-
medical history and military-social history.

A generous bequest by the family and friends of the
late Professor Bryan Gandevia has enabled the estab-
lishment of a prize to commemorate Professor Gan-
devia's contribution to the development of Australian
military and medical history and his contribution to
the research and publication activities of the Austra-
lian War Memorial.

The Bryan Gandevia Prize of $5.000 will be awarded
biennially to an outstanding honours, masters or
doctoral thesis on a significant subject in Australian

military history, military-medical history or military-
social history. The prize is intended to assist scholars
in the early stages of their research careers and may
be used to assist with publication of their work or to
further their research interests.

The inaugural prize will be awarded in April 2012 for
theses submitted, examined and passed in the two
preceding years, 2010 and 2011. Applications will
close on 31 January 2012 and the award will be an-
nounced by the Director of the Australian War Me-
morial on or around Anzac Day, 25 April 2012.

For further information, contact Military History
Section, Australian War Memorial, GPO Box 345,
CANBERRA ACT 2601.

JUDITH GODDEN
BOOK LAUNCH
, -

(Photograph courtesy Sarah Godden)

A consistent supporter of nurses and nursing, Her
Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC CVO, Governor-
General of the Commonwealth of Australia
launched Judith Godden's Australia’s Controver-
stal Matron: Gwen Burbidge and Nursing Reform
(Sydney: College of Nursing) at Admiralty House,
Sydney on 9 November 2011. In her speech Quen-
tin Bryce said that ‘all my life nurses have been my
heroines’, and that she found the life of Gwen Bur-
bidge ‘inspiring’. She concluded her launch speech
by saying that: ‘Gwen Burbidge wished that she
“burn brightly not merely smoulder’. She more
than stoked the furnaces of nursing. Her legacy
shines, and nursing is a richer profession for her
passion. I wish I could have known her.’ The Gov-
ernor-General also said " I congratulate author Dr
Judith Godden on her rigorous research and her
engaging writing. This work is a major addition to
nursing scholarship and an outstanding contribu-
tion to Australian Nursing History.’

MEDICAL HISTORY NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2011 5



NSW BRANCH NEWS

On 3 September, recent member Barry Leithhead
shared one small element of his major biographical
project on Australian public health and tropical
medicine clinician, Cecil Cook. Barry acknowl-
edged that some aspects of Cook’s career — particu-
larly his time as Chief Protector of Aboriginals in
the Northern Territory (1927-39) — have attracted
scholarly criticism. Although this was an important
aspect of Cook’s career, his role as a clinician, or-
ganiser and medical politician spanned five dec-
ades and encompassed numerous roles. After
choosing early postings to remote areas in order to
build his skills, Cook was encouraged to undertake
public health studies and published his survey of
leprosy in Queensland in 1927, earning him an
MD. Cook served both within the Australian Insti-
tute of Tropical Medicine in Townsville and with
its successor, the School of Public Health and
Tropical Medicine at Sydney University. Of par-
ticular interest to Barry is Cook’s post-World War
II career when he worked first for the WA Depart-
ment of Health and then later the Commonwealth
Department. Cook was also a significant voice
within the reconstituted National Health and
Medical Research Council. Barry’s research into
Cecil Cook has taken him across the country to
build a vast archive, and his biography project will
ultimately span a vast and dynamic era in the his-
tory of Australian medical organisation.

In a departure from our usual venues, ANZSHM
members and other interested groups travelled to a
medical history afternoon organised at Calvary
Mater Hospital in Newcastle. Spurred by the initia-
tive of Hunter region member Paula Watts, this
event brought together two museum visits and
three speakers. Prior to the seminar, both the mu-
seum at the former Wallsend Hospital and GP
John Fluit’s private museum were opened and saw
a brisk trade from curious medical historians.
John'’s collection of medical artefacts, which in-
cludes devices, medicines (credible and otherwise)
and other medical ephemera is worthy of a visit
whenever passing through Newcastle — it is regu-
larly open on Saturdays.

Within the seminar, John provided a truly hands-
on session in which the audience were able to hold
and consider various medical artefacts in an often
vain attempt to establish their former purpose.
Maree Gleeson reviewed the history of pathology
in the Hunter region, focusing in particular on the
critical role played by Ethel Byrne, who served as a
local hospital pathologist from 1922 to 1946, and
also established the first private pathology clinic in
the area. Continuing the focus on institutions, Ann
Williams related the history of the James Fletcher

Hospital (which has existed under many names), a
centre for mental health services for NSW since
1871. Growing from a reformatory, the hospital
provided institutional care for people with intellec-
tual disabilities and mental illness — or in the ter-
minology of the late 19 century, ‘an asylum for
imbeciles and an institution for idiots’. Finally, be-
fore taking us through a tour of her pathology de-
partment museum display and hand-drawn car-
toons, Pam Harrison described the history of the
Mater Hospital’s pathology department from 1952
onwards. At the conclusion of the afternoon, there
was a general consensus that the Newcastle event
had been most successful and consideration is be-
ing given to a repeat visit in the near future.

Ben Haneman Memorial Lecture 2011

Completing our packed year of activities was the
2011 Ben Haneman Memorial Lecture, hosted
jointly by ANZSHM-NSW and the State Library of
NSW. This prestigious presentation was delivered
by long-time member Peter Tyler, who spoke on
‘European scientists in colonial Australia’. Eschew-
ing the usual focus on British investigators, Peter
sought to revise older understandings that scien-
tists in pre-Federation Australia did little more
than collect specimens and send them back to
Europe. In reviewing French, German and Russian
scientists in Australia from 1770 to 1901, Peter fo-
cused on several key figures, including naturalists
Daniel Solander and Joseph Leparte Dagelet, ex-
plorers such as Paul Strzlecki and Ludwig Leich-
hardt, those occupying important institutional
roles, especially Ferdinand von Mueller and
Gerard Krefft, and those seeking to build scientifie
facilities in Australia, particularly Nicolai Mikluho-
Maklai and — via his nephew Adrien Loir — Loius
Pasteur. Despite some notable achievements, how-
ever, Peter observed that overall the fate of Euro-
pean scientists in Australia had often proved ‘a sad
catalogue of disappointment and rejection’, with
few entering into academic roles.

After such a busy schedule of events, the executive
committee is now canvassing ideas for our 2012
calendar, but a pressing question remains: how
can we attract more members to events? A survey
will shortly be sent to members to this end. Finally,
our Annual General Meeting and social dinner is
scheduled for Thursday 2 February 2012 at Rubyos
Restaurant in Newtown — adjacent to Sydney Uni-
versity — so start planning your tables!

Peter Hobbins
peter_hobbins@bigpond.com
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MEDICAL WRITERS
TURNED ON BY MEDICAL
HISTORY

Like our own Society, AMWA (The Australasian
Medical Writers Association) attracts a varied mix
of members.

AMWA's 28t Annual Conference in Sydney in Sep-
tember ended with a segment entitled *Medical
History — A Writer’s Guide’. The speakers were
Peter Hobbins (a doctoral candidate in History

at Sydney University), the psychiatrist Greg de
Moore, and George Biro.

George pushed the view that Medical History is
challenging, good fun and stimulating; a link to
general history, politics, ethics, biography and
various other fields. *But at first, I used to worry
that there were too few infectious diseases for me
to write about. How wrong could you be?’

"I also thought of medical practice advancing like a
relay race, with each generation passing the baton
smoothly to the next. The reality: driven, obses-
sional men (seldom women), huge egos, jealousy,
nationalism and fierce, futile turf wars.’

How well do we learn from history? Too often,
what goes around still comes around. A recent
headline — “Unwashed hands put doctors in legal
peril’ — echoes the futile message of Ignaz Semmel-
weis so long ago.

George Biro, Sydney
georgebiro1@bigpond.com

CONVICT TRANSPORTS AND
SURGEONS’ JOURNALS

The old gaol in Wicklow, Ireland, is now a mu-
seum. In some of the old cells are displays telling a
story of the transportation of convicts to Australia.
One of these informs us that all the convict trans-
ports were "hell ships’. Having already read a
number of the surgeons’ journals from these trans-
ports I was somewhat taken aback, as I had a con-
trary impression.

In order to clarify the “hell ship’ allegation I un-
dertook to transcribe the sick lists from the sur-
geons’ journals of the convict transports using the
films produced by the Australian Joint Copying
Project and held in major libraries around the

country. Together with fellow members of the

Newcastle Family History Society, this work is now
almost complete and a large database is being as-
sembled.

What have we learned from our reading? The sur-
geon superintendent became a powerful figure on
each ship. Although most were from the Royal
Navy and were not as well trained as other doctors,
they were called upon to treat their patients under
the most trying of conditions, the voyage to Austra-
lia taking three months or more, sometimes with-
out making an intermediate port. During this time
the surgeon was responsible for not only the health
of all on board, but also the mental and spiritual
well-being of the convicts. He arranged for a
school, checked and distributed food, clothing and
other supplies, supervised punishment, organised
religious instruction, oversaw the cleaning and
drying of the convicts’ quarters, and kept a journal
which would be examined on arrival and on which
would be determined whether or not he received
his wages for the trip.

Conditions treated by the surgeons ranged from
headaches through diarrhoea and dysentery to
hepatitis, cholera, typhus and phthisis (pulmonary
tuberculosis). Treatments often involved bleeding,
blistering, enemas, or mercury tablets. Often these
caused further complications — mercury, for in-
stance, led to blistered mouths. Despite the diffi-
culties, poor training and inadequate resources, we
have come to a deep appreciation of the efforts of
the hard-worked surgeons on the nineteenth cen-

tury transports.

Our Society hopes to release the database, together
with a glossary of medical terms encountered and
some of the background stories from the journals,
on a fully-searchable CD some time in 2012. Watch
this space.
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