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THE RULES OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE
CHARITABLE ESTATE OF THE FAN CLAN
Annotated translation of the I-chuang kuei-chil FWATHI
by D. C. TWITCHETT

1n a recent symposium volume I have given an historical account of the
Charitable Estate (I-chuang) founded by Fan Chung-yen T4 # at
Suchou in 1050, which provided the model for the trust estates of many
later clans.! The original draft of this paper? contained a full translation of
the Rules of Administration, but owing to considerations of space these had
to be omitted from the final published version.

Since the I-chuang kuef-chii is a document of great value in the study
of the exploitation and management of estates in Sung times, besides being
a pattern for many later series of rules, it has seemed worthwhile to publish
this translation with a more extensive apparatus of notes than was possible
in the earlier draft. These notes are essentially designed to illuminate rural
conditions in Sung China and to develop the significance of the rules as a
social document, rather than to fit it into the framework of the clan’s own
history.

The I-chuang kuei-chi is printed as an appendix to the collected works
of Fan Chung-yen, the founder of the Charitable Estate,® but is not entirely
from his hand. The document which we possess comprises not only the
original rules as laid down by Fan Chung-yen in 1050, but also a great many
subsequent additional rules and emendations appended by later heads of
the clan, the latest of which are dated 1210.4 This fact is of considerable
importance, for the docurnent gives us a picture of the way in which the
rules were brought into line with contemporary needs. Other series of clan

e et

1 David S. Nivison and Arthur F. Wright edit. Confucianism i Action, Stanford,
1959, pp.97—-133, The Fan Clan's Charitable Estate 1050-1760.

% Prepared for a conference of the Committee on Chinese Thought of the Asso-
ciation of Asian Studies held at Aspen, Colorado, in September 1933.

* In ts'e o of the Ssu-pu ts‘ung-k'an edition, the ariginal of which was itself pro-
duced under the auspices of the Charitable Estate.

& In their present foam, however, there is an anachronism in the mention of the
Accountants (cht-chi), see Art.48 below; Since these were first appointed in 1276, the
rules must have been amended at some time subsequent to this date.
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regulations from the 13th and 14th centuri
pictures of everyday management,® but in no other case js it possible to trace
the gradual development of the family rules.® This aspect of the problem
I have already dealt with in some detail in my previcus study.

The Charitable Estate, as founded by Fan Chung-yen, was an endow.
ment of inalienable landed property t0 be held in the name of the clan to
which he belonged, and the income from which was to provide for the gyp.
port of indigent clan members and for insurance against unexpected finap.
cial burdens. The establishment was celebrated in 2 well known inscription
composed by Chien Kung-fu & 2 8, the I-2'ien chi 3 B 8 which is
perhaps worth quoting in fuil.?

€8 give us even more detajled

The Record of the Charitable Lands

Fan Wen-cheng was a man of Su-chouy # All his life he loved giving
charity. He chose those of his close relatives who were poor, and those
of his distant relatives who were worthy and made charitable gifts to all
of them. At the time when he was famous and held high position he
bought a thousand mou of land near the city walls of his native place
which bore regular harvests which he called the I-tien (Charity land),
These were to give support to the members of his clan, that they should
be fed from day to day, and clothed from year to year, and should have
sufficient in every case for weddings and funerals. He chose a sentor
and worthy member of the clan to take OVer its management, and to
collect the rents and make payments at the appropriate seasons, each
individual receiving one sheng of rice for his daily food, and one Iength
of double-woven silk (chien #&) for his year’s clothing. Those marrying
off daughters received 39,000 cash, those taking a wife received 26,000,
Where a daughter was being married off for a second time [the father
received] 15,000 cash. For burials the grant was the same as for the
re-marriage of a daughter, or in the case of 4 young person ro,000 cash,
The whole clan totalled ninety individuals, while the income of the
Estate was eight hundred bushels (A1) of rice annually. When what was
due had been paid out from the income which they received, there
remained a plentiful surplus, and there was no scarcity. Those who had

* For exarnple the Yian-shik shth-fan B % ¥ 8 of Yian Ts'ai B 5 first printed
in 1189, the Cheng-shik kuel-fan 8K & #8 & of Cheng Wen-jung B 3 B4 of 1 378, and
the Chig-hsiin pi-lu % 3 % % of Chao Ting # Wl dated 1144. I hope subsequently
to deal with each of these documents which cantain much important material,

¢ In the case of the Cheng-shih kuei-fan the preface tells us that it too is the product
of & long series of amendmaents and additional rles made in the period t1127-1378, but
it is impossible from the present text to assign the individuel clauses to their particular
date as it is in the case of the {-chunng kuei-chii,

¥ See Prose works 8, p. 107-8.

! Wen-cheng kung % IF & was Fan Chung-yen's posthumous title,
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entered upon an official career but who resided at ho.me {awaiting ofﬁca:.a}
were provided for. Those who were employed in office had thiu'
grants suspended. Such was the hroad outline of the scheme, Fdrom t;l.e
beginning, before he rose to exalted rank, [Fa.n Wen-cheng] ha 16;1: is
mind on this plan, but for twenty years his means were unable to
accomplish his ambition. However, when he had bee.n Generalissimo
in the West, and succeeded in becoming Grand Cqunmllor, h.e accumu&
lated the rewards and emoluments which he received, and in the en
aChle;f:c: ls“;g':z{'cheng’s death, his descendants in later ge.nerations
have continued to cultivate this task, and have l_:a.ken over his plan als
if he were stili alive.® Although Wen-cheng’s pOSlFlOl:l was alI—po:.verfu '
and the salaries he received liberal, he lived out his hfe.m frugality. (f)n
the day of his death there was no money ?o prepare his own bodyh or
burial, and nothing from which his chlldre.n might pay for their
mourning. All that he left to his sons was the ideal of charlt}.r towards
the worthy and of providing a living for the members O.f their clan.
In ancient times Yen Pling-chung came to court ina worn-out
chariot drawn by broken down horses. Ch'én .Hluan-tzu pledged him
and said “You have the dignity of a Great Minister, an‘d your salary
is a million [bushels], yet you ride in a worn-out chzfnot drawn by
broken-down hacks. Thus you conceal the. glf‘iis 'whlch have beeln
granted you by your prince.” Master Yen replied ““Since 1 rose to .noi.e
position there is not one in my father’s clan who does not ride in 1;
carriage, none in my mother’s clan who does not have sufficient foodfar}:t1
clothing, and no one in my wife’s clan who is hungry or cold. Of the
officers of the state of Ch'i, there are more than three hundred m;‘n
who depend upon me for their whole support. Is‘such condua‘:t as }: is
concealing the rewards bestowed on me by my prince, ot maf;‘m% tEl erg
manifest {to all the world]?"” Upon this the maic,luls. c_)f Chip ehge‘
Huan-tzil with Yen-tzit's goblet. I loved ?en-t%u s liking to be ¢ anc-l
table, the marquis of Ch'i’s understanding him to be a sage, a?.
Huan-tzi’s submitting to his righteous example. I :113(? love Yen-tzit's
having preserved due order and precedence in his be'nevolinc:z,
and order in his speech, First he put his father’s clan, then his mot er's
clan, and then his wife’s clan, and afterwards the w9rthy among ’hlS_
distant relatives. Méng-t=it says ““Treat kindly your klI-l z:mcl be: IOVTE,
to the people, Be loving to the people and then love all living beings.
Yen-tzii came near to this ideal.

* This is reflected in the Rules which refer consistently to thf: ritual head of the
cian community as ‘““Wen-cheng'’s representative’’, Wen-cheng wei 3¢ 1E fir.
W See Yen-tad ch'un-ch'iu and Méng-tzi.
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'If we now look at the righteousness of Wen-chen
q}lahty with that of Yen-tzii. Byt Yen-tzii's benevolence ce d wi
his death, while Wen-cheng’s righteousness survived even afteasi‘ i
death, and his pattern was adopted far and wide, ] doubt o
surpass him, whether "

Al:ils, t%wse holding the positions of the “Three Dukes” at 13,
sent enjoy incomes of 10,000 ch'ung. But the splendour of theire y
dences‘, the magnificence of their equipages and horses, thejr ext o
gance in indulging their carnal lusts, the luxury with v\:hich the o
round their wives and concubines, stops short at themselves, Ig _};81-11'-
for their kinsmen even to be refused entry at their gate! And }':owl iy
less do they give charity to the worthy! Those beneath them whr:llizh

g it is equa] jp

their kin who carry a beggars gourd and die of starvation in ditches sp

5 .
f;w. Much le.ss do they make any provision for other men! All thege are
oftenders against the example of Wen-cheng. His loyalty and righteous-
ness per‘vac[ed the whole court, His successes embraced the frontiers
His achievements and fame filled the whole Empire. In later times:
the;-le must come a good historian to write zbout him. T cannot Write
Such an account, but have simply recorded th Chari
to astonish the world, ’ " hartable Lands s0 s
. His taboo name was such and such; his style was Hsi-wen_ 12

. have already, dealt in my previoys study with the motives which led
to Fan Chung-yen’s establishment of his Charitable Estate, and with the

pert.ies o‘f Buddhist communities, There is no doubt, however, that sim 1
family piety was deeply implanted in Chung-yen, and makiné allowans .
_for thf.e panegyric tone of Ch'ien Kung-fu’s inscription, this was the Ij 1::
in w!:;ch his contemporaries saw him. His own rernark; when it was sIEg-
eglis{:i ! ;:at he should buy an estate near the capital for his retirement are
“If a man takes pleasure in virtuous condyct and righteousness
he can put aside all concern over his physical body. How much Iess:
need he be concerned over where he lives! Now I have passed six
and have but little longer to live. Were I to establish a residence wi?-f;
gardens and grounds, what pleasure could I look forward to in livin
there? My concern is not that I shall retire and have no place to liveg

21 Ch'ien Kung-fu (1023-10 i
_ 74) came of a prominent Su-chou ¢l i
closely connectet;[ with the Fans since Wu-taj times. A postscript toa:llm;v :‘tl::r: ?r:ist?;:;:
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but that my rank is high and it will prove difficult to retire. At Loyang
the estates of grand officials look out the one over the other. Those who
own them can never go on enjoying them for ever—should I alone be
able to do sof And should I be able to enjoy such a life and feel happy
about it afterwards? No, my surplus salary and rewards should go to
support my clan, If you respect my words, de not give any more thought

to this matter.” 1%

Fan Chung-yen himself drew up the first rules of administration for
the clan property he had founded. These ate quoted as articles t—r173 in the
I-chuang kuei-chii, but are preceded by the text of the special Edict obtained
by his son Fan Shun-jen in 1064 to give official recognition to the estate and
official backing to its rules. The original rules are then followed by supple-
mentary rules and amendments added between 1073 and 1115 (articles
14—~41) during the years of the clan's prosperity prior to the fall of the
Northern Sung, This first part of the document follows the text of the rules
inscribed on a stele at the clan temple by the manager of the Charitable
Estate in 1117, The second half of the document was added in the 13th
century, when the family had refounded its fortunes after the disaster of the
Kitan invasions.?® In 1210 Fan Chih-jou ¥& 222 3, who had risen to high
office, took the opportunity to obtain confirmation of the Edict of 1064
which had recognized the rules officially, and had this recognition extended
to a long and complicated series of Additional rules (articles 42—-53). These
too are preceded by the Edict giving them recognition.

The text which I have used for the following translation is that printed
in the Fan-shih chia-sheng T3 I 3R 3&, the Fan clan’s family history as
compiled in 1745.1* The texts of the rules included in the varicus editions
of Fan Chung-yen’s collected works also probably derive from earlier re-
censions of the family history,'s but the edition of 1745 was produced by a
farge editorial board under Fan An-yao ¥ %% 85, whose work was pet-
formed with close attention to textual detail. Very full cross-references and
critical notes recording variants in quoted texts, alternative traditions, and

1% See Prose works 6, p.8s.

1* See Twitchett, ap.cit., p.rr4—17. The revival of the estate dates from 1193,

' On this work see Makino Tatsumi, Kinsei Chiigoku shitzoku kenkya W B8 18 3§
it B B AE R B & (Tokyo, 1950) pp.121-34, which reprints with a few miner cot-
rections an article which originally appeared in Hattori sensei koki shutsuga kinen rom-
bunshii (Tokyo, 1036). Although the copy in the T'oy5 bunka kenkyijo, which Makine
describes, and a microfilm of which has been the basic source for my study of the
Charitable Estate, is dated 1745, extra blocks have been added at several subsequent
dates, the latest in t760. This extra material merely served to bring the Family Record
up to date, and made no change in the basic compilation of r1740-s.

1# The two basic editions of Fan Chung-ven's collected works, the Ming copy of
& Yiian edition reproduced in the Ssu-pu ts'ung-k‘an, and the edition with the prefaces
of Ts'ai Tseng-yit and Mao [-lu dated 1622 were both prepared by members of the

clan. See Twitchets, ap.cit., p.143—4.
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critical notes on errors in older family records are given, and there ;
doubt that the edition is a very conscientious piece of sch{‘)la;h't S iy
falmost all cases the text it cites {3 supertor to the variants in ztfip. oince in
it seemed better to employ it in spite of its relatively late dateeZiic::l;riis’
: e

compilers prestfmably had original documentation which allowed th
correct the earlier printed texts. 16 em to

The rules of administration of the Charitable Estatel

The rules as first laid down by Wen-cheng kung

Memorial of Chung-hsiign Rung

I, .Fan Shun-jen, Magistrate of Hsiang-i County in K‘ai-feng fu

mit that I humbly bear in mind that my father Fan Chung-yin ;tm:[]:-
time when l}e was formerly employed as Academician of the Tzul-chene
éivall, egabhshed lands of more than ten ch'ing in the two counties o%
th u-hsien and Cl'l.ang-ch‘oulﬂ in Su-chou. The rents obtained from’

€se were to provide food and clothing and the necessary expenses f
marriage, mourning, and burial for all members considered to belo:: .
'trohany of the branches of the clan descended from our distant ancestorg
. ese lands were called the Charitable Estate. He looked among the:
r:lnches of the clan and selected a junior member to manage the Estate
and subsequently set up rules of administration which he caused th,
various branches to obey implicitly. )
branitﬁ:):;::zrhowever, among the junior members of the various
€ some persons who do not obey these rules. The local

14 .
v . e o (5e-0) o the Fonshih chishant shold g o
interpreting ouly 1t ta-p'u ﬁ ¥ and su?nlar works were mechanical compilations
the tales For coll;n ?t most obwqus sources in the rosy light of filiat piety. Not only are
cheng schobs ptr) ation consistent with the best standards of contemporary &'ao-
el ot thelféetil:::; Imk.-s are lafd dowln for reguiar revision and checking. As an
could be checked (ur Iog:f care with \\fhlcb the work was done, all statistics which
and any discre xR totals following itemized lists of figures) have baen checked
A ;:)arx:ges noted, _
Ching ant s ?um:c;;'l:s E.l[r‘:' translated in Hu Hsiep-chin, The Common descent group in
book, those fram e 2 e\iv York, 1948). But, like all the transiated passages in this
several nstanen, misleadn' U eIs are wild paraphrases rather than translations, and are in
in the following rram, ing. I am by no means entirely confident abour some passages
odd style withgmx:r?s arlor:n. The Iq.st set of rl:lles, in particular, are written in a very
Liet-sheng and MrsY I;emlg:olloqu:al expressions. I am indebted to Professor Yang
" The . - }:}1—(: en Wang Liu for their suggestions on some difficult points.
“original lands donated ;"{‘v“g 14, pp.22a ff Bives an extremely detailed list of the
of this list is not clare & r-oneng kung" still in the family's possession, The date
Twitchett, op.cit. pesa:é A)m:?fdmg to Wu K'van, Pao-ueng chia-ts'ang chi 52 (See
Sfreent century" -348=9) the clan retained none of the original lands in the late
The holdings listed show that the estate was made up of a very large number of

tiny fragments of land, m
rectaimen s o ]and,’ any of them mere fragments of a mou. Ail of them are.
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Prefect and Magistrate have never received yet a detailed Edict {cover-
ing the question), and the clan have thus had difficulty in asserting
their rights. For five or seven years the administration has by degrees
fallen into decay, so as to cause those descendants who are hungry and
cold to lack means of support,

It is my humble hope that the Court will specially send down a
directive to Su-chou that, if there are any among the junior members
of the various branches related to us who offend against the rules of
administration, it is permitted to have the officials attend to the matter.

1 humbly await an Edict.

An Edict was issued ordering that Su-chou should put into force
the suggestions contained in this memerial,

Instruction communicated to Su-chou in accordance with this,

1064, fourth month, 1rth day. Sealed.

The representative of Wen-cheng kung!* has investigated the
matter.
' The late Wen-cheng kung established a Charitable Estate in P‘ing-
chiang fu to bestow charity on his clansmen. His virtuous benevolence
was exceedingly munificent. When he first set up rules, although these
were displayed on a notice-board this was not suitable to transmit them
permanently, When one comes te the Edict from court which was ob-
tained in 1064, this has never yet been made public to the clan members,
while furthermore, the supplementary instructions later composed
which might be made into permanent rules have never yet heen for-
malized and corrected. I am deeply concerned lest, many years having
elapsed, they will come by degrees to be destroyed. Now I am having
them all set out in order and engraved on a stone to be erected beside
the ancestral hall of the deceased [Wen-cheng kung] in the Pai-yiin ssu
temple on T‘ien-p‘ing shan, so that our sons and grandsons may
reverentially compiy with the rules and not disregard them. Now I set

them out as foliows. 20

1 See note g above. It has been suggested that the title to the lands of the estate
were vested in the deceased Wen-cheng kung as a device to prevent their dispersdl,
the owner being unable to endorse the deed. But there was already the perfectly valid
precedent of the endowments of monasteries (ch'ang-chu t'fen) which were recognized
as belonging to the community samgha, and 1 see no reason for supposing that the
clan, as a ritual community, were not the legel owners of the Charitable Estate. The
representative of Wen-cheng kung was the ritual head of the clan (i.e. the senior male
descendant) continuing the charitable intentions of the founder of the charity.

* This paragraph is undoubtedly the work of Fan Cheng-t‘u who had the rules
inscribed on a stele in 11135, See below, after Act.41.
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The rules as first laid down by Wen-cheng kung.

1. Every branch ( fang) by turn shall calculate the number of jts members,
and one sheng of rice shall be granted [daily] to each person. All these
grants shall be made in polished rice, If they are paid out in hulleq rice,
the amount shall be increased proportionately as a temporary expedient,

(When granting huiled rice, one fou shall be equivelent to 8 sheng
of polished rice. The total grant per moath in respect of each indi-
vidual shall be three tou of polished rice.)

2. Male and female children of five years of age and above shall be inclu-
ded in the total,

3. Female servants who have borne children by members of the family
that have reached the age of fifteen years, or who are themselves fifty
years of age or more, are permitted to receive grants of rice, 2t

4. For winter clothing each individual shall receive one length [of silk].
Children of less than ten years of age and more than five shafl each be
granted half a length, )

5. In each branch (fang J&) it is permitted to issue rice for a single slave,
but they shall not be granted clothing.

6. Whenever good-fortune or ill is encountered (i.e. births, marriages, and
deaths), or whenever there Is any increase or decrease in the number
of clan members, it should immediately be entered in the registers
(shang-pu).22

7. Each branch of the clan should establish an entitlement list for reques-
ting grain issues (ch'ing-mi l-tzu 3% XK BE F). At the end of the
month the manager (chang-kuan-jen & 4% A) shall consider and
sanction these requests. It is forbidden to make prior arrangements, or
to exceed the monthly allowance in making grants, The manager him-
self should also set up a register (pu §#)2® 10 check and contro] them,
and this register should record a quota for each branch based on the
number of its members. Should the manager make any wasteful

*! The reading of this clause is by no means certain. Ina personal communication
Mrs. Hui-chen Wang Liu suggested to me that it might better be interpreted as mean-
ing that a fernale servant (nii-shif %2 £} should receive a grein ration only when she has
fulfilled three conditions, a) that she has had children b) that her length of service has

6., a more simple document drawn up by the manager for the prac-
tical purpose of making the rice issue.
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expenditure or make advance payments to anybody, the branches are
permitted to review the matter and to force him to pay an indemnity.

8. On the marriage of daughters, a grant of 30 strings of cash shall be
made. In the case of a second marriage 2o strings.

(These sums shall be paid in cash at the rate of 77 cash per 100.
All the following cases should accord with this rule.)?*

g. On taking a wife a grant of zo strings should be made. In the case of
a second marriage there shall be no grant,

to. In the case of clan members who become officials, each time they re-
turn to the family to await a vacant post, to await selection, or to per-
form mourning for their parents, or where they are employed in official
posts in Szechwan, Kwangtung, or Fukien and leave their families in
their home village, they shall be allowed rice and silk, and money grants
on occasions of good or ill fortune in accordance with the general rule
for the various branches. Even when an official is employed in a post
near to his home, if he leaves his family behind for some good reason,
grants shall still be made to them according to this rute.

11. Regarding payments for mourning and funerals in the different
branches: in the case of a senior member, when mourning begins a
grant of 1o strings of cash shall be made, and a further 15 strings at the
time of the interment, For more junior members, § strings, and ten
strings at the interment, In the case of low-ranking members or of young
persons under the age of nineteen years, seven strings to cover both
mourning and interment, For those under fifteen years, three strings. For
those under ten years, two strings, No grant shall be made in the case
of persons under seven years of age, or in the case of slaves or servants.

12. If there should be any among the relatives of the clan by marriage
living in the district who should be in poverty or dire need, or who
should have fallen into unexpected difficulties, or should have met with
a year of dearth and been unable to provide for themselves, the branches
should jointly discuss the case to arrive at the facts and then arrange to
provide assistance from the grain of the Charitable Lands (I-£‘fen).

13. Regarding the stock of rice to be kept in charge (of the charitable
estate) from year to year: as from the tenth month of 1050 the monthly
grants of provisions together with the grants of silk for winter clothing
shall be made. It is agreed that, as from 1051, during each year when
there is a full harvest, grain rations for two years shall be hulled and

24 This note refers to the custom, common in China at the time of using short
strings of cash, consisting of less than 100 or 1006 actual ceins, but circulating at that
nominal value. On this practice see Yang Lien-sheng, Money and Credit in China
{Cambridge, Mass, 1952) pp.34-7. In T‘ang times the short string contained gza cash
but during the tenth century the number of coins was steadily decreased to 770, This
remained the standard short string (sheng-pai ¥ B ) under the Sung. ¢f. below, Art.14.
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stored. Itt a year of dearth occurs, no grants shall be mad

the granting of provisions. When, there is a surplus over aeciaptzlrt o
reserve of two years’ rations, funeral and mourning ex en ol L
gltanted ﬁrst,. and then marriage expenses. If there is sti]:;)ans{35 o be
winter clothing may be issued. However, if the surpiy oo et
large, ?uch things as events of good or ili fortune (il:: :115 e
mourning) shall be jointly discussed, and the amount :‘J.V.ailai)rll;tjgii?(’i Oc;-

! ide

;)I:ovide a stor;: of rations for three or more years. If there should be
Y anxiety about grain in store going stale, i :
cxobanged oo gri g stale, it may be sold off and
e rice after the day when the autumn harvest is
All members of the branches
‘ of the ¢l
with the forapainr e € clan shall together carefully comply
Ioso, 10th month.
Fan, Academician of the Tzu i
, -cheng H -mini i
Feorof Thammcian Seale;g all, Vice-minister of Rites, Pre-

Supplementary rules added by Ch i
ung-h -ch'é ;
14- Any member of the c!anywho :gcc;:Z:)i:IL:'k .o “"d‘f};‘h"'a"gzs
_ r of Ing entere t i-
ennial Examinations?8 shall be granted 1o strings of cash orhe T

ts
%0 {:'T‘};?:; zgg 1:2?1 ip;gtgtuaous titles by which Fan Chung-ven’s sons, Fan Shun-jen
(0 in the clag rerpe JE4 ks and Fan Shun-ts‘uj b respectively were referred
attera fong oo Tt eShest son, Fan Shun-yu #i §# &, died pPrematurely in 106

the virtuai head of.r.he c]a:?althl;r:;;ﬁnt’h:l:?n? aldha dl‘Stingi‘Shed D e, becamg
dm?:d;gts ;f o lShun.yu’s e e al headship still remained with the adopted

) e octoral examinations, which had been i ‘
?:r:c:; ;vz;e :::r::ttel::es held annulally m early Sung, ?:r]:eta::;azlalg iﬂ:;:!garﬂi]:tefv:rl:g
oy amli n oty thep; to rggulanze the System, examinations were held every othex:
burs, was adopet e lenm:_xl system, which remained in force until the present can-

tiony of spdopted. 1€ examination was known as Ta-pi shih * M #t. This regulary
Lhation system was part of a general tightening of the method;z{:;

favout (eﬂ m) and hlS naw i
* 3 stres i
1, .S O'I'I exam.marion entry undoubredly la}' behl'lld the
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(To be granted in cash at the rate of 77 cash per hundred. The
following clauses are to accord with this rule.)
Those taking the examination for the second time shall have this
amount reduced by half. In all cases payment shall be made only when
the candidate actually goes to take the examination. Should a person
having received this grant fail 1o take the examination without good
reason, he shall refund the money,

15. Any junior member who allows persons to cut and take away timber
or bamboo growing in the vicinity of the graves shall be reported to the
local authorities for trial by the manager.

16, From among those of the junior members who have retired from office
or who have been entered for the examinations and have pursued the
life of a scholar, two persons shall be selected as teachers for the clan.
They shall be granted 5 tan of hulled rice per month.

(But if the price of rice should rise above one string of cash per
tan, they shall be paid one string in lieu of each tan.)
It shal! be permitted to choose persons who have neither retired from
office nor entered for the examinations so long as they have become
well known to everybody as having led a cultured life. All family mem-
bers shall discuss such cases.
(But family members who have no son or younger brother to enter
school may not participate in the discussion.)
If the pupils number less than six, the teachers shall be paid only three
tan. If they number up to eight, they shall be paid four tan. If their
number reaches ten, they shall be paid the ful! amount.
(The branches of the clan are permitted, if they wish, to pay money
in accordance with their resources to supplement the salary of the

teachers.)
The foregoing three clauses were laid down at the direction of Erh-

hsiang, ro73, sixth month —day.

17. All such offences as encroachments and frauds committed by the
manager, or improper borrowing of money or grain from the Charitable
Estate by clan members, shali be reported to the authorities for a deci-
sion. Restitution of such sums may not be made by debiting them from

- the offender’s monthly grain issue.
18. Members of the clan may not rent lands belonging to the Charitabie

Estate as tenants.
(This applies equally to cases where this is done under cover of a

nominee,)??

8 Cha-fi ming 3 X & refers to the practice elsewhere (Art.45) known as Kuei-
ming i 4 by which clan members would induce a non-member to become nominal
tenant while they, in return for a small payment, would acquire the actual possession

and use of the {and.
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19. Junior members acting as managers shall he paid twenty tan of hulled
rice at the end of the year providing that during that year there hag
been no deficiency in the monthly rice issue to the clan mernbers, Even
if there has been a deficiency, should it have been possible to pay out :
half or more of the entitlements for the year, and there has been ng 25. Even though there may be a deficiency in the funds of the Charitable
misappropriation or concealment, they shall be paid half of this salary Estate, it may not contract any debts at interest. .
or more. In all cases such payment will be made only after the clan 26. In business connected with the Charitable Estate, the decisions of t‘he
members have certified [that this may be done]. If there is anything manager (chang-kuan-jen} should be acknowledged in a(‘;co‘rdance with
which cannot be certified, an account of whatever they cannot certify the rules. Clan members, no matter how great their seniority, may not
should be drawn up and reported to the representative of Wep- encroach upon their responsibility to embarrass them or to interfere, If
cheng. anyone offends against this rule, the manager is permitted to report the

20. Should the administrators (kou-tang-jen %] B A)® of the Charitable matter to the authorities for decision. In case, however, the manager
Estate not collect sufficient rent grain, the proportion which remaing himself has committed some fraud or offence, the clan members may
outstanding shall be deducted from the grant to which he is entitled, draw up a true account of the matter and report it jointly to the repre-

(That is to say, if 10 per cent remains outstanding, he should be - sentative of Wen-cheng.
paid go per cent only of his entitlement, and so forth.) The foregoing two3* clauses were laid down at the direction of Erh-
On the day when the grain is paid in full, his grant also will be paid hsiang, 1096, fourth month, 29th day.
in full. 27. Family members may not assemble within the granary of the Charitable
(But amounts already deducted shall not be granted in retrospect, ) Estate, nor take possession of it as a dwelling. Except when [grain] is
If anyone commits any offence, it should be reported to the authorities being paid in or distributed, it may not be opened.
for settlement, 28. Should persons whose monthly issue of rice has been suspended owing
The foregoing four clauses were laid down at the direction of Erh- to their having gone to live away from the clan [subsequently] return,
hsiang, 1083, seventh month, 19th day. if they receive the approval of the clan members as to the truth of Fheir

21. Persons not themselves resident in Ping-chiang fu® will not be granted claim {to entitlement} within the first five days, they may be permitted
either grain, silk, or money, to receive the rice allowance for the month in question,

22, When elder and younger brothers are residing together, although there 29. If there is any leaking roof in the Charitable Residence (I-chai) build-
may be many of them, the monthly rice issue for their slaves may not ings, the persons resident therein may themselves repair the damage.
collectively add up to more than five persons’ entitlement, But they are forbidden to demolish or move the buildings, If anyone

(That is to say, if seven or ¢ight persons live together, the maxi- offends in this way the manager may report the matter to the authorities
mum joint grant of rice for their slaves shall be five persons’ for a decision. Persons may extend or repair buildings for themselves
rations. ) . within the Charitable Residence.

23. Unmarried males are not entitled to a grant of rice for slaves, (If, however, an occupant is truly poor and without resources to

(But even though he should be unmarried, a person who has a carry out repairs, and the building leaks so that it is really unfit

24. The Charitable Estate may not give a mortgage®! on the lands of clan

members. o
The foregoing four clauses were laid down at the direction of Erh-

hsiang, 1095, second month, 8th day

female slave who has borne a child by him in the family which has
reached the age of 13 years, or who i herself above fifty years of
age, may be granted rice in accordance with the rules, )30

Y It is not clear whether this kou-tang jen %47 %% A is the same as the manager

for habitation, all the clan members may jointly consider the mat-
ter, certify the true state of affairs, and report it to the representa-
tive of Wen-cheng, who shall estimate a grant of cash to assist the
repairs. But [such applicants] may not request any additions or
improvements to their buildings.)

chang-kuan jen B % A mentioned previously, The J-tfen chi seems to presuppose that
the same man collected the rents and distributed entitlements, but the staterment is
made in very general terms.

* Ie. Su-chou,

% Cf. note 21 above.

11 I employ “mortgage’” as a rough equivalent for tien-mas ELi_ﬁ_. For details on
the opezatio: a:ufY the Chglaegse systern, see Katd Shigeshi, Shina kelzaishi k‘ésht_i m E =
MW EH R ER (Tokyo, 1952) Vol. I, pp.283—293, and McAleavy, Dien in Vietnam
and China, Journal of Azian Studies 17, iii {1958) PP.403—415.

¥ The various editions of the Works read = which is incorrect.
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30. Every member shall be made to endorse his entitlement document
(ch'ing-mi li-tzu), and only after this has been done will grants be made,
After the issue has been made, the recipient shall himself sign a receipt,
If any person has lost his entitlement document, his grant will be sug.
pended and a strict enquiry enforced. After waiting for one year, the
clan members and the manager may certify [the loss) and report the
matter to the representative of Wen-cheng, awaiting his reply before
issuing new entitlement documents and resuming the granting of
grain,

31. Any person who allows his monthly rice entitlement to accumnulate,
and then requests it all at once, shall not be granted it,

32. Members of the clan may not request any special grants beyond the
terms of the rules of administration of the Charitable Estate, Even if
the order for such a grant has been obtained from the representative of
Wen-cheng himself, the clan members and the manager are to retain
[the amount] and shall not pay it out.

33. Clan members may not borrow or make use of any labour, boats, carts,
implements, etc., belonging to the Charitable Estate.

34. Those junior members of the clan who have become officials and are
already promoted to court, and who wish to forego their issue of grain,
silk, and money so as to help support (the other clan members], are
permitted to do so.

35- All clan members who have sons or daughters shall report the births
to the Charitable Estate within two months, together with the mother's
(i.e. the legitimate wife’s) surname and that of the actual mother, the
child’s place in the family precedence, and its ““child’s name” (Astao-
ming). The Charitable Estate should receive further confirmation from
the clan members by the said day, and when this has been done enter
the child in the clan register. Should the birth not be reported before
the time limit, even when the child becornes adult he shall not be re-
garded as a clan member for the purpose of the official census or for
the issue of grain.

36. Should any development occur which js not fully covered by the stipu-
lations in these rules of administration, the manager together with the
clan members should consider the matter, settle on what they can cer-
tify as the true facts, and Jointly report to the representative of Wen-
cheng.

(If any member opposes the decision or remains doubtful, he

should not participate in the Jjoint report.)

After this report has been made, even if the reply of Wen-cheng's
representative has not been received, decision need not be suspended,
and action in accordance with what the members have written may be
taken,
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The foregoing ten articles were laid down at the direction of Erh-hsiang,
San Yu-ch'eng, and Wu Shih-lang, 1098, sixth molnth. ‘

17. Whenever clan members rmake a report on business conn.ectcd with the
Charitable Estate, even though they may be very senior, th.'?y §hall
always subscribe their name on the document, and may not write it on
bamboo paper or on coloured letter paper. If anyone gf"fends against Fh:s
injunction, the Charitable Estate shall not accept their commumca‘uon.
The foregoing clause was laid down at the direction of San Yu-ch'eng,

first month, 1yth day. _

Izg.g‘ln the event of7anyb0dy's redeeming lands [mortgaged to] the Chari-
table Estate, the money repaid for the value of the land must not be
wastefully expended. Within a period of one month the cash shal} b:e
used in purchasing or taking up mortgage upon other lands. If it is
improperly used for some other purpose, the manager shall be made

ay an indemnity.
EI?hl:e’ t?;regoing clau:e was laid down at the direction of Wu Shih-lang,

1106, tenth month, 12th day. ' .

19. If any clan member improperly takes one of a dlﬂ’?‘rent surname as hl.S
own child,*s and falsely claims a monthly rice ration on his behalf, it
shall not be granted. Clan members who become aware of such an zbuse
may report it to the representative of Wen-cheng, "'I.‘he mat‘t‘er shal_l be
publicly discussed, and a report sent to the authorities of P'ing-chiang
fu for a decision.34

(In the case of persons who have already been granted support

[from the Charitable Estate] prior to the seventh month of 1107,
retrospective litigation may not be instituted.) ‘

The foregoing clause was instituted at the direction of Wu Shih-lang
and Erh-hsiang 1107, seventh month, roth day, '

40. If any clan members who reside away from home and are not re.g:stercd
should bear children and fraudulently claim a monthly rice issue on
their behalf, and the manager or any clan member becomes aware of
[the fraud], they shall not receive the grant. If the offender will not

** This had been a very common practice, which was not viewed with disfa\{our
during T'ang and early Sung times. In fact F an Chung-yen himself was adopted into
his mother’s clan and took the examinations in the surname of Chu. Bur the growing
clan consctousness of Sung times led to the strict rule on‘adopt_mn t?emg clc}sel‘:.r en-
forced. The idea behind the prohibition was that an adoptive child might commit any
incestuous marriage with one of his own (real) sumarne. Fan Chung-yep quntmually
insisted that the true lineage of family men_ll?ers should be preserved. Wlthm the clan
there was 2 great deal of adoption. A surprising number of me{nbefs failed to prodi.}ce
male heirs, and the senior lineage was continued by adopnc{n in three successive
generations, The adopted sons were usually second sons from junior branches of the

clan. . ] i
% In this case reporting to the authorities would have been 2 serious matter, since

such adoption was illegal.
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submit, the manager and clan members should report the situation tq

the representative of Wen-cheng, and send the documents to the authori-

ties at P'ing-chiang fu for their decision.

‘The foregoing ciause was laid down at the direction of Wu Shih-lan
1113, first month, 21st day, &

41. Clart members may not rent out or mortgage rooms or buildings within

the Charitable Residence to one another.

The foregoing clause was laid down at the direction of Wu Shih-lang
1115, first month, 2gth day., ’

The above rules should be preserved and put into practice by the
Charitable Estate and by all clan members, If within the text of the rules
there are any passages which are mutually contradictory or obstructive, the
Iater ruling should be followed. If there is any offence the manager Ot mem-
bers of the clan should prepare an account of it, and, in accordance with the

Imperial Edict incorporated in the Instruction of 1064 from the Secretariat, -
¥

should report the matter to the authorities for decision. In each case the
Magistrate or Prefect is deputed to act.3$

. Inscribed .by Fan Cheng-t'u 7& IE [B, Prestige title Ch‘ao-san t'ai-fu,
acting Scholar in waiting in the Hui-hsien ko, Intendant of the T ai-ch'ing
Palace in Hao-chou, T“ung-chih-lang in charge of the affairs of Ch*ang-she
County, Ying-ch‘ang-fu.

stele erected by Fan Chih-yen ¥ & f&], manager of the affairs of the

Charitable Estate,

[The Rules of Administration of the Charitable Estate were origi-
nally set up at the Chung-lich Miao®* on T'ien-p‘ing shan, but in the
course of years erosion and fire have split the stone, and for many years
it has' not survived. In 1294, an artisan was ordered to re-cut the inscrip-
t:on m.accordance with the original text, and set it up by the Sui-han
t'ang, in the expectation that the instructions bequeathed by former
generations may be permanently preserved without change. Reverently
inscribed by the descendants [Fan] Pang-jui

‘ g-iui ¥ HS B2, and [Fan
Shih-kuei 3 4 &. & tFen]

Supplementary rules of Ch'ing-hsien kung.

Memorial of Ch'ing-hsien hung

Fan Chih-ju, prestige title Ch‘ao-san-lang, Policy Critic of the Left
and concurrently [Han-lin] Lectu rer-in-waiting memorialises the throne:

8 .f\t Ithi5 point the texts included in the editions of the Works are all defective
and orm:i six lnl'xes of the text as printed in the Fan-shik chia-sheng 13, pp.ira-b. This is
not an editorial omission, as the text breaks in the middle of the eitl ' f eng-t
#i IE B and does not make sense.  of Fan Cheng-t'u

36 The Chung-lieh mizo £ %] ¥ was the largest ancestral hall of the clan attached
to the Pai-yiin monastery on T'ien-p'ing shan.
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“T do not seek to evade punishment, but unceremoniously set out
the following sincerely and truly, looking upward to seek the attention
of Heaven. I presume to consider that Your subject’s grandparent in
the fifth generation, the late Assistant Executive of the Secretariat-
Chancellery, posthumous title the Duke Wen-cheng, [Fan] Chung-vyen,
having begun life as a poor orphan, experienced a period of peace and
tranquillity and gave profound consideration to the difficulty of pre-
serving his clan. Desiring to make provision for its perpetuation, from
the Ching-li and Huang-yu periods {1041—48; 1049-53) he gradually
set up lands in the two counties Wu-hsien and Ch*ang-chou of Su-chou
prefecture and thus established his Charitable Estate to provide for
those sharing the same surname. He established rules of administration,
and had these engraved on a public noticeboard so that they should be
handed down to his posterity. Previously, my exhalted great-grand-
uncle, the late Vice-President of the Right of the Department of State,
Fan Shun-jen, posthumous title Chung-hsiian, at the time in 1063
when he was Magistrate of Hsiang-i County in Kaifeng-fu, considering
that publication on this noticeboard was not adequate for the perma-
nent handing down of the rules, and that among the junior members
of the clan there were some who did not respect the rules of adminis-
tration, whereas there was no Edict yet issued on the matter so that the
family found difficulty in enforcing the rules and these would inevi-
tably fall by degrees into decay, then drew up a Memorial requesting
that an Imperial Edict be sent down to the Prefecture, permitting the
local officials to take cognisance and make decisions on the matter. Qur
Court put into force the matters contained in this memorial, and thus
our family obtained a means upon which we might rely.

Now I submit that since the court was transferred to the South,
although our lands have been maintained intact, the estate buildings
(chuang-chai) have been burned down, the residences and storehouses,
grave-chapels and temples®” have been turned into dwellings for the
people and misused, and all the payments were discontinued. At first,
at the beginning of the Ch'ing-yiian period (1195), my elder and
younger brothers and I planned to unite our strength so as completely

37 For details of these clan properties, see Fan.shik chia-sheng 17, 19, 20, which
give full details with illustrations of all the clan buildings, tombs, etc. Beside the build- -
ings in Su-chou the clan maintained memorial temples to Fan Chung-yen himself and
othet eminent clan members who were buried near Lo-yvang, and in 1088 Fan Shun-jen
secured permission to establish a Family Chapel (Kung-te ssu oy 8 57) there, entitled
the Kung-te Pao-hsien ch'an-ylian 37 # 8 ¥ #.F%, and to have a monk ordained
annually to serve in it, {See Works SYSF, Pao-hsien chi 2, p.la-b: the parallei version
in the Ssu-pu ts‘ung-k‘an edition is much less complete.) All these properties in Honan
were of course overrun by the Chin invasion, and at the tirne of this memorial were
lost to the family.
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to restare the former basis [of the Estate] and gradually 1o restore |
form‘er aspect. We made an agreement, and made prior preparat? .
for [its revival]. Certainly the local Prefecture had engraved and e,
sented to us a signboard designating the Charitable Residence (/- }I:l't'&-
BuF we did not manage once again to have the Court send dcw: )
Edict ordering the Prefecture to take responsibility in the matter .
I fear that the instruction originally sent down has no power b ' a‘nd
to improve later abuses. ¥ whieh
I have leng worried about this, but have had no means by which
to express myself. Now I have the good fortune to serve at Court; I b::
deeply in mind my family and wish to keep them together, arra;1 ed i
correct precedence. If I were not to make a report at this time fo n-in
Lord, how can { assist in implementing the intentions of my forefath, d
toward his descendants? I dare then to ask rashly, presuming to ho e
that thfe Divine Clemency will deign to look down upon this petty a:;
fiecreplt‘ person, and as a special favour promulgate a benevolent Edict,
instructing the administration of Ping-chiang fu that they should tak ,
resPons:Ibility [for the Charitable Estate] continuing the aéreement aru;l3
actng in complete accordance with the instructions promulgated i
1065. It would be almost sufficient were an Edict to be severel e:-l
force.d to strengthen the former rules, I and my fellow clansmen {rul
consider [Your Majesty] equitably bears the respensibility for Heavez
f'md Ean:th and causes the transformation of all living beings, The
Instruction which we were given in 106 5 together with the supph;rnen-
taq]: agreement now made in 1196 should be compiled diligently to-
ﬁ::iaelrnl:;:gf;:ﬂ: them, lest they commit sacrilege in the face of the Im-
I stafncl fearful without employment, respectfully awaiting the arrival
o.f an Edict. Having carefully composed this memorial I await the Impe-
rial Instmcltion to continue the instruction formerly granted in 10@5
An Edict was issued on the 5th day of the eleventh month, in ac-.
cordance with the foregoing and sent to the Counsellor Fan, ,
1210, seventh day of the eleventh month.

42. 'I:he tombs of Wen-cheng kung’s great-grandfather Hsi-kuo kung,38
his grandfather Tang-kuo kung®® and his father Chou-kuo kun e
are all on Tien-p‘ing shan. There have been family members \5;10
have dared to graze goats over the graves and to illicitly cut timber
and brushwood from them. Recently, even though the Charitable
Estate has been made responsible and has made it their chief concern

¥ Fan Meng-ling 7 B B . See Fan-shs, .
* Fan Tsan-shih 3 52 5%. ibi:ie. an-shih chia-sheng 1
* Fan Yung MY, ibig.
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to compel the tomb-guardians?! to protect the graves this has con-
tinued. If, frem the present time onwards there should be any such
offender, the members of the various branches, when they become
aware of the offence, should report it to the representative of Wen-
cheng kung, and the whole rice ration for the branch of the clan to
which the offender belongs shall be suspended for a year.

(“The whole branch"” means that all members listed on the ration

entitlement list of the offender’'s branch of the clan shall come

within the limit of the fine imposed, All cases below shall accord
with this rule.)

If the Charitable Estate improperly causes the tomb-guardians to
petform other work, the manager (Chang-chuang)®® himself shall be
mulcted of his rice ration for one quarter.

43. The family chapel (Kung-te-ssu)** on Tien-p‘ing shan is the place
where Wen-cheng kung petitioned that he might remember the good
fortune bequeathed by his distant ancestors, His descendants should
continue to serve it, and not neglect the burning of incense, Recently
this has not been the case, and there have been many remote relatives
and unfilial descendants who, having requested excessive quantities of
“‘charitable grain’’ for themselves, have gone so far as to make their
encroachments even within the chapel. They have cheated and de-
frauded the head monk, driven away the monks, borrowed boats belong-
ing to the temple, made improper use of the labour of its servants, de-
manded wine for themselves, illegally cut and stolen timber and brush-
wood, taken forcible possession of the temple’s endowed lands (ch‘ang-
chu #ien),** and planted these lands or converted them into gardens or
vegetable plots without paying any rent, so as to make the temple en-
dowments (ch'ang-chu) nothing but an empty title.

11 The Mu-k'c % % were, as their name implies, retainers (not clan members)
who were employed to guard the tombs and the lands attached to them. Desecration
of the tombs seems to have been & constant problem, to judge by the annuat record of
the Charitable Estate { Fan-shth chai-sheng 16, I-chuang sui-chi).

¥t The term chang-chuang i3 usually employed for the managers after the re-
establishment of the Charitable Estate in 1195. At this time there were usually three
joint managers {for details see T'witchett, op.cit., p.120, Fan-shik chia-sheng 16, undec
the vears 1195-1260), who were selected annually, but who often served for several
SUCCESSIVE years.

0 This was 2 family chapel in which prayers for deceased ancestors were recited. _
Such chapels were established with official permission. See Ogawa Kanji /s jit B &,
Sodai no Kétoku-funji mt tsuite 52 % o th 3 1 55 = 3 «» T Ryukoku shidan 21 (1938)
and Mijima Hajime = B —, T3 S8-jidai ni okeru kizoku tai jiin no heizai-tehi hoshd ni
kansuru ichi hosatsu, SR B L R d RENFR OB BT 5 —
& #, Ichimura Hakase koki kinen Taydshi ronsé (Tokyo, 19033).

44 That i3 the inalienable lands held in the name of the community of monks. On
such lands, see Gernet, Les aspects écomomigques du Bouddhis me (Saigon, 1956) pp.39—2
Trwitchett, Monastic estates in T 'ang China, Asia Major 3, ii, pp.123—46.



20 D. C. TWITCHETT

The Chief monk has been changed time and again, and now for a
long time the post has been in abeyance. From now on we shall make
enquiries, and should there be any further offences of this kind, the
whole rice ration of the branch to which the offender belongs will pe
suspended for two months, If they defraud the Chief monk or take
possession of the lands and plant them, the whole branch’s rice ration
for a full year will be suspended. Should the fraud involve an excessive
sum, the clan shall request an enquiry by the official authorities, and
cause the Ietter of the law to be enforced. The lands must be handed
back to become the endowment of the temple. When the case is settled,
it should be reported to the representative of Wen-cheng kung. His
reply must be awaited before grants are resumed. If after the lands have
been handed back any persons still deliberately obstruct its use, and
prevent its cultivation on behalf of the temple, the same fines shall be
again imposed upon them,

44. The Charitable Estate and the family chapel (kung-te ssu) attached to
the Pai-ylin ssu monastery have been exempted by benevolent officials
from all liability to labour services and extraordinary miscellaneous
tmpositions.45 However, recently the petty underlings of the county
and provincial administrations have deliberartely caused trouble when
their demands have not been met. If henceforward this sort of person ig
encountered, the clan may arraign him before the authorities, who
should settle the case with severity.

45. Under the former rules, members of the various branches were not
permitted to rent land from the Charitable Estate as tenants, and were
forbidden to do so under the name of nominees. Recently there have
been persons who depending on force have illegally cultivated these
lands in the name of nominees,#® and others whe have blocked up the
canals watering the fields of the Charitable Estate, planting water-
chestnuts in the watercourses and preventing the tenants from using
irrigation machinery.#” These abuses have become serious. From now
on, if we hear of such offenders the whole rice ration of the branch to
which they belong shall be suspended for a year.

——

4% 1 have assumed that these exemptions refer to a date previous to 1210, as they
refer specifically to corvée liability ch‘zi-i 2 % and irregular impositions. But since
at least ane of the rules dated 1210 must have been added or arnended at least as late
as 1276, it is possible that this refers to the exemptions granted in 1240 and 1243, the
Edicts concerning which are in Fan-shik chia-sheng 14, pp.4a-b and in shorter form in
Works SYSF, pao-hsien chi, 2, p.za—3a,

4 See notes 27 above and 91 below.

** The use of various types of pump for raising irrigation water was becoming
increasingly common during Sung times. See Wang Chen's ¥ ® Nung-shu & % 18,
p.361-387 (Chung-hua shu-chil edir. 1936) for details with illustrations.
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46. The tenants of the Charitable Estate should be well treated andl all-
owed to make a comfortable livelthood. We hear that some destitute
members of the cian have been forcing thc‘m to purchase goods at ex-
cessive prices,i® causing great inconvemf.jnce to those conccmed!;
Should there be any further offence of this type. the ‘:vholf-, brfm::
to which the offender belongs shall be deprived of iits rice issue
for two months, and the matter passed on to the authorities for settle-
rir};r:itt;r the former rules, responsibility for the‘aﬂa}irs of the Char.xtable
Estate was placed at the sole discretion of the junior member 'flctmﬁ as
manager (chang-chuang 3 ¥E). Others, no'ma_tter how .SEI'!IOI}"I their
position, were not allowed to interfere or infringe on his authority.
However, so far, no such offender has ever been punished. Therefore,
recently there have been many ¢lan rlnernbers who have themselfres
offered bribes to the managers, not caring whether they were harming
the Charitabie Estate. Tax brokers (Lan-ku {§ 5 )4 ha.v‘e taken pay-
ment of their grain tax and have forced them to pay he_avﬂy for making
up deficiencies. In other cases assertive and msubordmat.e clan mem-
bers have taken over the duties of porters, tomb guarfhans and the
like.5 Others have even gone so far as to incite clan relatn:es from ?ut-
side Su-chou to come and intimidate the man in charge into specially
opening up the granary before the proper tume. They lfave wr::ngtjulclly
used the grain and heedlessiydoﬁ'ended against the family, their minds
i n destruction and damage.
bemglfs:":o(;n now on there should be any such offenr:lers, the manager
is permitted to draw the attention of the representative of Wer;)—cheng
kung to the facts, and personally to condut.:t.an enquiry so as to lfcor.ne
aware of the true circumstances. In addition to suspending the rice
issue of the whole of the offender’s branch of the clan for one year, h;:
shall also go to the authorities and request them to carry out a thoroug
investigation and punish the offenders. If among them there a;e Zn)‘r
persons who demand excessive amounts of money and goods, the de
tailed stipulations of the law should be enforced upon them.

47.

i i i t and land-
4 Thi | interesting aspect of the relationship between tenan ‘ :
lord mnggr:i‘;z: aMnan\_.r estates had their own shops antc,:l1 stc:es (See Ka;? Srl::g:::;
’ able :
ing Keizoi-shi kdsha, Vol. 1, pp.233 f.) and presumably these were abl t
}‘?‘ih‘l:apricee!:a;:om the tenants, in the same way that tenants usually Pald high house
reibs on their accommodation provided by the landlord _(I{afto, Io_c.cst.} ——
¥ On tax-brokers see Sudd Yoshiyuki, Chidgokn tochi-seido shi kenkyii RE H
W B 4 ) B R B % (Tokyo, 1955) pp.B2—3, and for_ tf_le more devel_ope EZY;{;
iniMing tirmes, see Liang Fang-chung % 5§, Ming-tai liang-chang chik-tu
: iy I5-1Q. ‘ )
E@J’FFE:Srh:;i};mp;sz?ghﬁ:sidem were hired. See Fan-shih chig-sheng 16, I-chuang

sui-chi, under 1210.
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48. According to the former rules, if the junior member of the clan em-
ployed as manager commits any infringement or fraud, it should be
reported to the official authorities for settlernent, and the man himself
forced to pay a double indemnity. Nowadays, since the granary buijld.
ings have been moved, and Accountants (chu-chi) chosen with care, 5t
this evil has been by degrees reformed, and we seriously consider that
after so long 2 time has elapsed we may relax the rule, and so inform
the various branches. From now on, if the manager commits an offence,
the branches, upon becoming cognisant of the facts, may report to the
representative of Wen-cheng kung, who shall order the said junior
member (that is the manager) to cast up his accounts together with the
whole family. Should they find that any amounts have been misapplied,
these shall be recovered by mulcting the rice issue of the whole of the
offender’s branch until the deficiency has been made good, after which

the issue shall be resumed. A charge should be laid with the official -

authorities requesting that punishment should be carried out to make
an example of the person who has committed fraud while acting ag
manager. But the individual members of the various branches may not
start litigation against him on their own initiative, so as to cause trouble
for the authorities. 52
49 In the various branches we hear that there are unfilial members who
have been permitted to pay redemption fines in respect of private
offences against the law.5? Such offenders shall have their rice issue for
a year suspended. Second offenders shall have their names erased from
the family register, and shall be permanently deprived of their entitle-
ment {from the Charitable Estate).s¢
(In the case of such crimes as violence and robbery, gambling,
brawling and wounding, being implicated as an aCCessory, or
swindling persons well disposed towards one, if the whole family
does not suffer a complete upset . . .35) '

1 Accountants (chu=chi % §F were first appointed to assist in the management
of the Charitable Estate jn 1276. See Fan-shik chia-sheng 16 under that date. This rule
must, therefore, have been added at some period subsequent to 1z1o.

#t Although the clan were anxious to have the backing of the authorities for their
clan discipline, they rerained the natural reluctance of all Chinese to become involved
in lawsuits. This rule js designed to prevent vexatious litigation on the part of clan
members, and also undeclines the fact that it was the community as Joint owners of
the estate who were recognized by the authorities.

** That is, offences committed in their capacity as private persons not offences
committed in the course of their official duties.

*4 Similar rules are included in many series of family rules, See for instance
Cheng-shik kuei-fan, Art.z7, 18.

#* The commentary included here is incomplete, breaking off in the middle of a
sentence, both in the Fan-shik chia-sheng and in the Works.
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If, after being struck off the family register, an offender should
continue in his evil courses and not be penitent, to the extent that he
becomes a source of embarrassment to the good members of the cl.an
community, the branches shall draw up a report to the representative
of Wen-cheng kung and consult about. a settleme'nt of the affair, ;aym(gi
a complaint with the official authorities requesting that he be force
to move to some other place, as a warning to those members who are a

f shame to the clan. ‘

0. ??2;{:; ?he old rules, any member who improperly: adoptec.l a Chl!d ofa
different surname as his own child and falsely clamfed a rice ration on
its behalf was not to be granted it. Now in some instances membei‘s
have given their own children to some other person,‘and subsequently
the children, having ruined this other persoln’s‘ fan.nly property, have
sought to return into the clan and claim their rice issue. Should tht?re
be any case of this sort, the manage; should re;port to the representative

- kung, and must make no grant.

51. ?I'fh‘ev‘le:n:l:e:fgthe gharitable Residence site®® have‘for long been en-
croached upon by outsiders, so that at the pres?nt time the restoratu;r:
of the family fortunes has become extremely difficult. The clan oug
then to put into effect the intentions of W:en-chet:lg. kung, and re{:t{))ver
all of it as the property of the clan community. ’Indmdual clan mem er?
should not be permitted to cccupy it and use it for the con‘structlong
private dwelling-houses, etc, If there is any offender on this count, t ;
whole rice issue of the branch to which he belongs sh’al‘l be s;uspo.end:.1
for a year, and he shall be compelled to return the original land to the

52. 3:‘;12} the old rules, should any junior me.mber of the cia.n succeEed in
being entered for the triennial exa_minatlons, the Charltabi:a sFate
would pay out 10,000 cash in travellmg_ expenses. However,‘t e prlcets
of commodities have risen, and it is difficult to kftep to th:i‘s amount.
Should there be any junior member who succeeds in being “‘sent ul-ll) to
the Ministry”, the Charitable Estate sh:lill pay him 100,000 f:asd l;n
official bills of exchange (Kuan-khui).*” This money shall be obtlame y
equitably reducing the monthly rice issue to all the bra?ches in accor-

dance with the current valies (of grain}. Those who are given exemption

8 Ti.chi #f & was the normal narne in Sung times for land used for building sites.
~chai {Charitable Residence) was in Su-chou city. ‘ '

The :: cgd::e(reasa;n why a great increase in the sum grante_d to cazndldates wag necess:lary
at this time is that 1210 marked the beginning of the rapid decl_me of the m‘arktct g: nlilct;
of the official bills of exchange Aui-tziz & F. These had been issued by an; ;.-_b ok
until 1160, when their issue became a government monopoly. ‘After thls'. elibe e
inﬁationar;r policy led to their rapid decline in value. See Yang Lien-sheng, Money a
Credit in China, pp.54-6.
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f.rom e:fa{ninf.tion and those who are given entry into the State Univer
sity ('g"has hstieh) shall be granted 50,000 cash in official bills )
us should we make the junior members of - .
the clan underst
the fine benefits of scholarship, and provide them with a stimull-isand
53. Apart .from the years when examinations arc to be held and clan me;n
bers “:rlah to pursue their studies there, no one may hold banquets o-
I?dge in the Sui-han tang halt.® Should anyone offend against this th:
rice ration for the whole of hi
rice 1 of his branch shall be suspended for one
The sup’pl.ernented rules as drawn up in 1210 remained the basis for
the clan af:immlstration of the Charitable Estate until 1678, after which the
newly revived clan formulated further extremely complicated sets of sy
Iemer}tary rules.® The official recognition of the estate in 1210, and It)}l:e
granting of tax exemptions with regard to the properties of the clan in 1240
e*_st:‘:\bl‘lsh;d It in a very powerful position, which enabled it to survive tﬁe
vicissitudes of the Yiian and early Ming periods durj [ i
of the clan ebbed very low,% 5 F which the prestige

Organization of the Fan ;

L The propons o };‘ the ! Charitable Estate under the Sung

These consisted first of all of the lands with which Fan Chung-yen had
endowed the Estate, 3000 mou of farmland mostly lying to thegw};st ad
south-}vest of Su~chou.8! There was a further 500 ot donated in 11 ar!::
Fan Liang-sui, and a number of other smali donations.®2 Duyrin th27d' d
orders follpwing the rise of the Chin in the early 12th centur}rg the clls-
lost a certain amount of their original holdings, 3 and in 1260 only }3168 mzn
remal.ned in their hands.? A ljst, ostensibly of Fan Chung-yen’s orj inz:;
donations in land, but probably of later date, shows that most of thisgland
was among the prized reclaimed ysi-t'jen #F M on the shores of the T ai-h
la?:;, and that it was made up of innumerable small plots scattered over :.
::def::e]:;lr'li‘;: ;E.;state also held some small areas of upland used for grazing

These lands which were the basic endowment of the Charitable Estate
were not the only lands held by the Fan clan as a community property Thé

*® This was the great assembly hall | i i
¥ hall in the Charijta ite i

¥ For these, see Fan-shih chig-sheng 15, pp. 18:-5211: Residence site in Su-chu.

* See Twitchett, op.cit, '

1 Although a detailed list of these holdj i
) : : . oldings exists {note 18 ab i
irnpossis - pougt € ; above) it hag proved
i [‘i)n o o identify the positions of the fu ¥R and ' B by which the holdings are

:: For a full li;.t of these, see Fan-shik chia-sheng 14, p.2a—3b.

- gee Fan Sl'_uh-fang‘s postseript to the I-t'ien chi, Prose Works § p.108

o ee the Ed{cts of 1240 cited in Fan-shih chia-sheng 14, p.4a-b B

See Fan-shik chia-sheng 14, pp.2e—3b. ' )
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clan’s family chapel (kung-te ssu) at the Pai-ylin monastery on T ien-p'ing
shan, north-west of Su-chou, also administered ritual lands (cki-t'ien 5% H)
endowments in fand to make provision for the ancestral rites, 8 incense lands'
(hsiang-huo t'ien & K H") endowments to provide Buddhist prayers for
deceased ancestors, which were clan properties, and also held endowments
of community lands (ch'ang-chu t'len § {£ W) which provided for the up-
keep of the monks.®® The ritual lands were of considerable size, at least
1000 mou, and must have relieved the Charitable Estate of the burden of
providing for sacrifices and rituals which were normally a heavy drain on
clan community properties.

Beside their lands, the clan held two further sets of property. In Su-
chou city itself was the Charitable Residence (I-chai #& 5E) a very large
range of buildings which provided living quarters for clan members. The
same site included the great clan assembly hall, the Sui-han t‘ang % & &,
a secondary hall, the Chung-hou t‘ang, an ancestral temple in honour of
Fan Chung-yen, and a very extensive garden. Until the 12th century this
site also included the administrative office and the granaries and stores of
the Charitable Estate’s administration.® Apart from these city properties,
the clan had a second centre at T'ien-p‘ing shan. Here were the graves of
the early ancestors, and various ancestral halls, the clan’s Buddhist family
chapel (kung-te ssu) and later the offices and granaries of the Charitable
Estate. These buildings were grouped around the Pai-ylin ssu monastery,
with which the clan had been intimately connected since late T‘ang times.

It is not clear whether these clan buildings, with the exception of the
Charitable Residence, formed part of the Charitable Estate. But the mana-
gers of the latter seem to have supervised the use and repair of ¢cl2n build-
ings, and after 1195 there were frequent payments for building and upkeep

from the Estate’s income.™

2. The tncome of the Estate
Apart from a small income from the renting out of accommeadation in

the buildings of the city property in Su-chou?!, the bulk of the revenue of the

0 Ihid,

17 Ibid, p.2b. This land was held by the Pai.yiin ssu.

%% See Rules, Art.43. These lands did not form part of the property administered
by the Charitable Estate, and no figure of their size is given.

" According to the epitaph of Fan Shih-kuei 7 &£ ® entitled Chu-suo kung mu-
chih-ming 11 # & ¥ & 4% composed by Yen Yao-huan M 8 ¥, Fan-shik chia-sheng
21, pp.47a—10b, the [.chuang building in Su-chou was apain restored in early Yian
times under his management (this lasted from 1276 until 1314).

™ Fan-shih chin-sheng 16, passim.

" See Fan-shih chia-sheng 16 under rzog, rzio. It seems likely that the Estate
alse owned the houses of some at least of its tenant farmers. Landlords usually charged
rent in cash for such accommedation, and this may have presented another small
source of income. The whole subject of urban property management and the renting
of accommedation is in urgent need of thorough investigation.
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Est?te came in form of produce rents from the tenant farmers who w
their lands. The annual income from Fan Chung-yen’s original donat?rked
3000 mou amounted to 8oo /i of grain, giving an average rent of z-égn o
per mou. Rents rose between 1060 and 1200, and an inscription dated o
glving an account of the revenues of a school in Su-chou, whose lands s
in the same counties as those of the Charitable Estate and which wag ot
a charitable institution, gives rents averaging between 2.9 zou and o
per mor.™ The estate would thus have yielded an annual income 0f39;7 o
thfn'g over 1000 hu in the early 13th century, unless the revivedom::-
mlmstl"ation of the Estate set up in 1 19§ charged rents at the very high i :
of 1 shik and above per mou which were common on the Jands of ingi '; "
landlords in Chiangsu at this period. 7 Ve
T}here seems to have been a strict limitation on the employment of th
Es.tate s fu:"lcls in other types of investment than land, the only other ente :
prise mentioned in the rules being loans on mortgage, where securit .
in the form of land and the risk low.” In general landed investment w:s‘:}?s
safest and most conservative type of investment, eminently suitable for :
tf-ust property designed to last indefinitely, For example, during the troubl :11
times f(fllowing the fall of the northern Sung, during which the clan’s tm:
Eropt:'nes were burned down and the buildings on Tien-p‘ing shan take:
ve o .
poszesgot:lt.her families, the lands remained for the most part in the clan’s
However, the income was not so regular and safe as might be supposed
Althoz..lgh the Su-chou area has a reasonably dependable climate and wa'
very highly productive, in late Sung times lack of maintenance work on th:
dralnflge channels upon which the reclaimed Yii-t'ien depended led to pro-
gressive deterioration of their productivity.? This may be seen reﬂectcz in
the rules of 121077 where the trouble was aggravated by neighbouring far-
mers who attempted to prevent the Fans’ tenants from using their fairihare
of the water. A further element of uncertainty in rents arose from a wide-
spread change in agricultural technique which took place in Kiangsu durin
the same period. The rents charged to tenants on estates (chuang-yiian B E]%

:: gihlg}.lre from the I-t'ien chi, Prose Works 6 p.107.
. Lmang-su chin-shih chi 13, for a discuésion f this i Ipti
Yosh:?'l;‘kl, Chiigoku tochi-seido shi henkyti, pp.735-6. °  tnseriprion, see Suds
or material on contemporary rents in Kian 3 i
i ; g5y, see Sudd op.cit., pp.
ff ]:’:\f,-er ﬁﬁ :\1::;1 rar:ge up;vard 5:-om 6 tou to 2 shik per mou, but l:l'I:e avcrggers:t:trg;
i 07 touand 12 shih. Yields in the area were extremely hj i
by e be i mely high, ranging
i o rr[:es’mau, s compared with the average of one or ene and a half shik common
™8 Rules, Art.38,
7 See Suds Yoshiyuki, Sedai no Uden 1
43 ) to shoen-sex L]
bunka kenkyfjo kiya 10 {1956) pp.229-j00. RROTE L5 Bl Toro
" Rufes, Art.q5.
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at this period were normally assessed on the rice crop, the main grain crop.
Many tenants therefore began to grow wheat as a dry winter crop on their
rice land, which was a cash crop for themselves and not taken into account
in the assessment of rents,™ It also seems that large areas were devoted to
vegetables of various sorts for consumption in the large and growing cities.
These developments which increased the productivity of the land con-
siderably, were not accompanied by an increase in the yield of rents to the
tandowners, and it was the crop upon which they depended for their income,
paddy rice, which was adversely affected by the deterioration of the drain-

age and irrigation network.

3. Management of the Estate
The Charitable Estate was held in the name of the clan, and ultimate

authority over it was vested in the ritual head of the clan, the “representative
of Wen-cheng kung”, as he is called in the rules, or the chu-feng =& % as
he is referred to in the Fan-shih chia-sheng. The ritual head was normally
the senior surviving member of the clan, and during Sung times he was
usually an official living much of the time away from Su-chou.™ During
this early period the actual administration of the Charitable Estate was
deputed to a junior member who acted as manager (chang-chuang B Bt or
chang-kuan B % ) and later, after the revival of the estate in 1195 to a group,
usually of three persons, acting as managers.® At first these persons were
appointed annually, but later the posts came to be filled by semi-permanent
appointees who made family business their profession. From ro87 onward
provision was made for quite a generous salary to be paid to such managers
out of the income of the Estate, The managers were responsible to the
ritual head and to the clan as a whole for their administration, and were ex-
pected to make up any deficiencies found at audit of their books.?! They
were responsible for the issue of the grants to which individual members
were entitled, and aiso for the collection of rents. The actual collection was

%% On this development see Sudd Yoshiyuki, Nan-8d nt okeru bakusaku no shired
to mimdsaku: Denkosei to kanren sasete TRV s BE LR : = £ . (4
Al & & z2 ¥ T.) Nihon Gakushiin kivé 13 {1953) pp.zo5—247; 14 (1958}
pp.1—25. There was a very lively market in grain in this period, resulting from the
greatly increased population of the cities of Chiang-nan after Sung’s defeat at the hands
of the Chin. The trade in wheat was a very attractive market for the merchant since it
was exemnpt from trade tax (shang-shui B # ). For a study of the grain trade see Shiba -
Yoshinobu Kf i # (&, Nan-56 kome ichiba no bunseks ([ 55 % 1 & 2 & ) Tovs
gakuhd 39 (1956) pp.258-293.

™ Owing to the fact that Fan Chung-yen and Fan Shun-jen both served as Chief
Ministers in successive generations, the clan had an abonormal claim on yin privilege for
its members, and until the 13th century a high proportion of members were in
bureaucratic smployment.

W See Twitchett, op.cit., p.t2o ff.

*1 See Rules, Art.rg, 38, 48.
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made by separate family members, the Administrators (kou-tang jen Xy %
M), who are first mentioned in 1083.82
These were the equivalent of the bailiffs employed on the ording

estates (chuang-yiian) of the period, who were known by such titles as chigy.
chuang B HE, chuang-li JE 55 kan-jen W N, kan-tang jen &% A,
kou-tang jen 5] H A, etc. But there was one very important difference,
The bailiffs on ordinary estates were usually in a semi-servile relationship
with their master, and were frequently recruited from among persons of
servile status or from among the families of yamen-runaers, since one of
their most important functions was reaching an accomodation with the tax
collectors.®® This was not the case with the kou-tang jen on the Charitable
Estate, since he received a grant from the Estate and must therefore have
been a clan member as the only slaves for whom grants were envisaged were
domestic servants.

The relationship of the clan and its managers and administrators with
the tenants is not very clear, There is no evidence whether or not the latter
were bound by the extremely restrictive ties with their landlord which were
normal in Sung times, by which the tienjen fl A tenant became little
more than a serf.®¢ The indications mentioned above that rents were low
compared with other contemporary rents in the same area, and the stipula-
tion in the supplementary rules of 1210 that tenants were 10 be treated well
and not oppressed by clan members, suggest that the Estate treated them
in a rather paternalistic fashion 8%

Their conditions cannot have been too harsh, since it seems that con-
stant vigilance was needed to prevent clan members themselves becoming
tenants on the Estate’s lands,3 for had they been allowed to do so it might
have proved very awkward for the managers to deal with them without
offending against the nules of family seniority and propriety.8? For similar
reasons clan members had to be forbidden to mortgage their personal {ands
to the Estate® or to borrow implements and equipment from it 5 Apparently
some family members were so anxious to obtain tenancy of the lands of the
Estate that they resorted to the use of nominees who held the tenancy but

*t See Rules, Art.zo.

*2 On the origins of the estate bailiffs see Suds Yoshiyuki, Chidgokn tochi-seidp shi
kenkyil. pp.gz .

8 See Suds, op.cit., Niida Nobary = 7 H B Shing mibun-ho shi X 38 4 3 & B
(Tokyo, 1942) pp.g74 ff., Chdgoku hisei shi o G 3 &1 g5 pp.307-8.

8% See Rules, Art.46.

*® See Rules, Art.18, 45. .

8 It is clear from Rules, Art.26, 32, 37, 47 that senior members of the family
attempted to use their seniority and force the management to break the rules of
administration.

8 See Rules, Art.2a4.

8 See Rudes, Art.33.
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allowed the clan memberuse of the land.?® No'mince land-holding (Jiz;m';nmg
i 44) was extremely common in late Sung times, but was normad ¥ 1re;:d~
ted towards tax-evasion. The actual occupier and farmer of lands wou
allow it to be nominally registered in the name of some tax-exem}llnt Eers:;ir:
to whom they would make some sort of payment in return fo'zlt he en o
received.?? The supplementary rules of 1210 spec.lﬁcaliy forbid the use
nominees to obtain occupation of the clan properties. .
Even with these safeguards, which prevented clashes betweenbt e
relationship of landlord and tenant and that between fellow clan.-r;'llerr.l et;sé
the position of the manager in trying to enforce t_hc rules, espe(za c}ir ¥nw
case of recalcitrant senior members, was a very Fllfﬁ(:ult one, In‘ e clit Fas
the failure of the clan members to obey the o.r:gmal t:ules which lle az
Shun-jen to seek the original Edict .giwting official backing to the lru ;;es, lar;d
offering official support for clan discipline. Although a spec@c rule mlls ?
down that the relationship between the manager andlthfe m.dlfndua clan
member was to over-ride the normal precedence of seniority, it is clear that
senior clan members resorted to various devices to bring undue pressure
ement of the Estate,”® .
. th’?}izr:litions which could be imposed by the clan were rather limited,
and those mentioned are only deprivation of rights to benefit ur}der the
Estate, and the extension to the whole of the offer'lder’s branch family ( fagg
JE) of this deprivation, or in extreme cases expulsion from the“clan. Punish-~
ments were normally decided by the ritual head of the clan, in some cases
after consultation by a gathering of the clan members from the various
branch families.?® Recourse to the officials at Su-}cl‘lou, who co_uld impose
more severe legal penalties, and could even be et.'ljomed t? banish partl:l::(;
larly fagrant offenders from the area,® was possﬂ:}le', bat is r.arely r;cor y
in the Fan-shih chia-sheng and in no case is the punishment imposed spec :
fied.?s In fact the only offences mentioned are cases of abuse on the part o
e n'?i?: gs?;:i)le system of administration by oné or more managers asillz;
ted by administrators was changed in r274 to a more complex one un

hid Jes, Art.18, 45. ' o ‘ B
ot SOe: tll?i‘se:lbuse. see4Sud6 Yoshiyuki, Sidai no kimei kisan to Gendai Kanfin no

token: Denkosei to no hanren ni oite % f; © ¥ x TEGR/EA "Z&m: 1\ A
o BEW = B v T Toyd, bunka kenkyajo kiys 9 {19356) pp.65-126.

o2 les, Art.26, 32, 37, 47- ) S

L E‘SJ: g:lz: Art.1g, 236, 29, 30, 36, 19, 4o which envisage the participation of clan

mernbers in management. For an account of how su_ch a meeting for plt;zr'iose_s} :j
punishment was organized in a rather more closely knit clan, see Cheng-shik huet-
Artry-18.

%4 See Rules, Art.49. )

¢ See Fan-shih chia-shemg 16 under 1471, 1541 for examples of fagrant abuse

reported to the local autherities.
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which the Ritual Head (ch#-feng) assume
of the Charitz'tble Estate, wl{ict‘f)was admci:izzfiztiocg}z;ii O\iii;et;ccounts
clan (j'ommumty properties (Ritual Land etc.). There was no u 5_0ther
sclectlr_lg the Ritual Head by other members of the ¢lan as ha?i ;5“011 of
case with the managers, for the post of Chu-feng depenc‘lc(:i upo e
::escemf. .Although he could be {and indeed sometimes was) rcfn;vsgefjond
d:g:mnon through grave misconduct, he was normaliy in charge unti| h?;
The concentration of management of all th t ies i
the hands of one man was acco%npanied by theeei{::;:lrilsl;]nr:gnf ?fpemes of
Controlle‘r (ti-kuan $ &) and Auditor {chu-chi =k ). These weizsf?l'[ .
On a semi-perrhanent basis, and as time went by became more num =
and complex, until in early Ch'ing times the clan supported a regular b .
cracy of Registrars, Storekeepers, Collectors and so forth, 94 e
We know very little about the systemn of accountancy which was
pl?yed by the Fan clan. Some of their contemporaries employed ve o
pl’1cated accounting systems, especially those clans which attempted tlt;y in.
tatn control even over the individual properties of their memlfers 8 Imatll?—
Fan clan, each of the branch families (of which there were alto e:th - six
teel:t) kept a register of entitlements (Ching-mi li-tzu 35 ¥ & g»_f) on 51;"
basis of which grants were issued, and on which the recipient had t(:)n; .
as pr’oof of receipt.®® The family also kept a register of its members in hl'gﬁ
all _bu'ths had to be registered within a month® and also kept a ge ‘21 N
(ikm-hp‘u)m against which the entitlements could be checkeg. Tfellemc:.xgs{
?hs;;. ave been rent rolls, tenants’ Tegisters etc., but we know nothing of
'I.‘he clan administration employed 2 number of subordinates, tomb
guar.dxans, porters, door-keepers, etc. These ptesumably came normailv fr .
outsxd'e the family, and were employed as retainers, but in some cases i
poverished family members seem to have taken over this type of em llm-
ment, though this was frowned upon by the clan, 101 They wefe res ; g-
controlled and supported by the Charitable Estate, PRy

4. Objects of the Charitable Estate

The Prim?ry obje.ct for which Fan Chung-yen founded the Estate
was to relieve impoverished clan members, to give them the certainty of a

:: See Twitchett, op.cir., p.-1z0~2, 128,
" SSee ;or example the Cheng-shik huei-fan. :
ee Rules, Art.7, 30. The terms HBE, livtzu BB F-, chtiian-Ii % P were in common

use meaning ““register’” | . . - !
* See Rldef A.rt.;f Sung and Ytian times. See Niida, Shing mibun-hd shi, p.194.

i""’ See Prose Works 6, p.108
a1 - . -
See Fan-shik chia-sheng 16 under 12105 Rules, Art.q2, 43.
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livelihood, and to prevent them from falling into utter poverty or degraded
professions.'?? The establishment of endowments in land was designed to
make this charitable work permanent.

For this purpose there was first of all a standard allocation of rice to
each family member over the age of five and to certain domestics. This was
designed to provide the bare essentials for living.10%

In addition, provision was made for grants to be made on those occa-
sions when a family was forced by convention to make cripplingly heavy-
expenditures, at funerals and marriages. The expenses incurred on such
occasions often left a family with a ruinous load of debt, and the grants from
the Charitable Estate were designed to eliminate this risk,104

To assist the clan in maintaining its status as an official-gentry family,
from 1073 onward the Estate made provision for teachers to be employed
from among the clan members and supported by the Estate.195 [n 12777 the
clan established a Charitable School ({-hsiiek 3 B) at their headquarters
on T'ien-p'ing shan, where members of the clan were employed not ounly
to teach clan members, but outsiders as well. This school was separately
endowed with 150 mou of land which provided a more than adequate income
for its upkeep and the payment of its teachers, The whole was administered
by the Charitable Estate.108

For entry into an official career through the examination system, which
in late Sung times became more and more the normal means of entry as
opposed to entry by family privilege, actual schooling was a comparatively
small expense when set beside the cost of travelling to the Capital to sit for
the examinations, which involved a long round of calls upon prospective
patrons and the maintenance by the candidate of a certain expected stan-

dard of living. From 1073 a grant was made out of the Charitable Estate
to help meet these expenses.’®” With the rapid inflation of Sung times the
original grant soon became inadequate, in spite of the fact that after 1125
candidates no longer had to make the long journey to K'ai-feng, but had

192 See Jot'ien chi, and the preface to the Nien-p‘u of Fan Chung-yen compiled by
Lou Ho (1139-1213).

193 Gee Rules, Art.1, 2, 3, 5, 28, 30, 3. A limited number of slaves might also
receive an allowance, see Rules 1, 5, 22, 23. [t was also possible to make grants to im-
poverished relatives by marriage living in the Su-chou region, see Rules, Art.12. Tt was
forbidden to make issues to relatives living elsewhere, see Rules, Art.21, 28, 40, or to
children wrongfully adopted from families of another surname, see Rules, Art.39, so.
Persons who had moved away and returned to Su-chou had to be accepted by the clan
see Rules, Art.28, before recovering their entitlement.

104 See Rules, Art.8, g, 11, 13.

108 See Rules, Art.14, 16, 52, §53.
108 See Prose Works 8, p.111, Fan-shih chia-sheng 16 under 1277, 1285. The

I-hsiieh cki % % %8 of Mou Hsien compiled in 1308 is in error in its statermnent that the
Charitable School was set up at the same time as the Charitable Estate.
10t See Rules, Art.14, 352.
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only to go to nearby Hang-chou, and in 1210 the grant was increased tep.
fold.10e

The Estate was thus founded with a view of maintaining the clan in 5
condition of reasonable prosperity, and to consolidating its position as 4
family of scholar-officials. I have dealt in detail elsewhere with the limited
success which it achieved.

5. Disposal of income

Apart from certain endowments made for specific purposes, such as the
ritual lands (chi-t'ien) and incense lands (hstang-huo t'ien) which provided
for sacrifices and ceremonial, the endowments of the Charitable School, and
certain lands devoted to payment of burial expenses, the income in rentg
was paid into the Charitable Estate and used to defray the expenses of
management and administration and to fulfill the objects outlined above,
In case the income should be insufficient, the first payments were to be the
grants of grain for maintenance, then grants for clothing, then grants for
marriages and funerals.® In addition, when there was a shortage of grain
the managers’ salaries were reduced. 11

It is possible to make some rather rough-and-ready calculations of the
adequacy of the Estate's income in fulfilling its objects.

We know that at the time of the Estate’s foundation the clan commu-
nity numbered some go persons.!!! At the same period the annual income
in grain amounted to 8co Au of grain. Since this was sufficient to provide an
annual grant of the basic grain ration for 219 persons, there must have been
a large annual surptus. This was first devoted to building up a reserve
against famine of two years’ total consumption. It was not permitted to sell
the surplus, but at some point rent grain must have been sold to provide
the cloth which was distributed to family members, and the large cash
grants. Surplus grain never seems to have been reinvested in additional
lands, nor used in other forms of investment, save in the granting of mort-
gages on the security of [ands.

The size of the clan rapidly increased. By 1139 it was over 200 persons,
and by 1210 “several hundreds”. In the thirteenth century the income from
the Estate’s landed endowments would have provided the basic grain ration
for about 350 persons assuming rents were comparable to those of the Su-
chou school lands mentioned above, or for 864 persons if we assume that
all these lands paid the high level of rent for the region, one shik per mou,
which is most unlikely. There can in fact have been a comparatively small

108 See Rules, Art.32.
199 See Rules, Art,13.
110 See Rules, Art.1g.
11 Prose Works 8, p.10o6. Twirchett, op.cit., pp.t17-19.
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annual surplus to provide grants for matriages, funerals etc,, and this. assump-
tion is borne out by the denation in 1208 FJf 10 mou of land specifically to
provide funds to pay for funeral and burial expenses of poor clan-mem-
o e 1 i hf the renting of
Presumably the Estate had some income in cash from the g'
buildings in the city, since in 1208—9 the I-chai, C‘hantable Residence “;:S
extended and two buildings for hire added.!13 It is not c%ear wheth.er the
clan members who resided in the buildings of the Charitable Re51den.ce
paid rent to the Estate, but it seems reasonablt.a to assume.th.at th.ey did,
since the Estate assumed responsibility for keeping such buildings m.good
repair for the inhabitants. It is probable, how:ever, th'at the Chantablef
Residence provided free accomodation for the impoverished members o

the clan.

6. The Estate and the Iocal authorities N

The two Edicts of 1065 and 1210 gave official recognition to the
Charitable Estate as a property vested in the Fan cl.an as a corp?rate com-
munity. This recognition was the most important smgl.e factor in the sur-
vival of the institution, for it gave backing to the authority of the managers,
and ensured the Estate of favourable treatment by the local authorities,

At first, however, it seems to have been liabl'?: to tax, as were the esta.tes
of ordinary landlords. Some time before £210 1t was 'grantéc! exelri‘pt:on
from provision of labour services and mlsccllaneolus impositions. ?ut
there continued to be disputes with the petty officials from Su-chou wh.o
were in charge of tax-coliection,'® and like so many other landowners}:n
Sung and Ming times the clan were forced to emPloy tax-brokers (Lanl; u
or lan-na-hu #5 #3 ) who undertook to negotiate a settlement of their
tax liabilities with the authorities on a percentage basis, !4

In 1240, however, the government, on the grounfis that the Estate was
a model institution which had been widely imitated since the elevent.h cen-
tury, and which contributed to the strengt.helmng of the cl.an Drgan:f;atloz
everywhere, granted a very substantial remission of tax on its l.emds,h ain
in 1243 extended this exemption to the other properties Fleld by the ;an
community (that is the Ritual Land, etc.}).11® Thls. remission amounte t(:
something like a third of the Estate’s total annual income, a.nd thus n}ea}l:
a very considerable increase in income. The tax remitted in each of the

M2 Fan-shih chia-sheng 6 under 1208, ibid. 14, p.2b.

113 Fap-chih chia-sheng 16 under 1208, 1200,

14 See Rules 44.

15 Thid. X

118 Rules, Art.47. See note 46 above, ) ] )

1:7 g:: Fﬁ:—ssh:'h cI‘:i;—ch‘en_g 14, pp.42-b, and résumé of the Edicts there cited int
Works SYSF, pro-hsien chi, 2 p.2a—3a.

L8 Fan-shih chia-sheng 16 under 1243.
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counties in which the Estate’s lands were sjtuated was estimated at a fla¢
rate of 3 tou per mow.12® This tax must have been collected from the tenants
in addition to their rent, but final responsibility for arrears lay with the
estate, 120

The Estate also benefited directly from the patronage of local officig]s
who wished to honour it as a mode! institution. In 1195 the re-establishment
of the administration was carried out with the aid of the local Prefect,121 359
in 1274 the Estate profited even more directly when the Prefect Ch'ien
Yiteh-yu & § X asked permission to donate 300 mou of land which had
reverted to the state as ritual land (chi-t'ien) the rents from which would
defray the costs of the annual ceremonies in a memorial temple he estab.-
lished in honour of Fan Chung-yen.122

This pattern of behaviour on the part of weli-dispesed local officialg
continued throughout Yiian and Ming times, and, as I have shown else-
where was perhaps the largest single factor in the survival of the estate
organization down to recent times, 123 But at the same time the management
was often in conflict with the subordinate officers of the local administra.
tion,'*4 and their demands would clearly have been very serious in the cage
of the normal estate which did not enjoy the extraordinary patranage of
staunch Confucians among the local bureaucrats.

7. The organization of the Fan clan

The Fan clan who were entitled to benefit under the terms of the chari-
table trust which the I-chuang formed were the descendants of Fan Sui
2 BE, who had first moved to Su-chon at the very end of T ang times. 225
They were organized into sixteen branches (fang Z7) each of which seems to
have had some measure of internal cohesion as a ritual community. Of the
stxteen only six branches were directly descended from Fan Chung-yen, the
others being collateral relatives. The dates when these branches first be-
came independent are not clear, and several of them must date from well
after 1100. But the first rules already presuppose such subdivisions of the
clan, and accept the branches as the organization through which their policy
could be enforced, the clan itself having presumably only a rather nebulous
control in matters of ceremonial. In the supplementary rules of 1210 the

119 Jac.cit, (note 1 7).

1* That is clear from the wording of the Edicts.

1"} See Fan-shik chio-sheng 16 under 1195-6.

1*2 Ibid, under 1274.

11 Twitchett, op.cit., p.120 f.

124 Such conflicts oecurred whenever the influence of the clan was low, as in mid-
Yiian, early Ming, and early Ch'ing times. In each instance the estate was rescued by
the intervention either of 2 new and favourably disposed Prefect, or of the central
authorities.

128 For the origin of the clan see Twitchett, op.cit.
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branches are made mutual responsibility groups liable as a whole for the

ir individual members.
offences of their in o
The branches themselves were composed of numerous individual

households of the male descendants, .eatfh of which‘re@ain'ed afse}?ar'ate
economic unit. The Fan rules, being limited to the dtstrlbun.on of ¢ ar1t.}r,
made no attempt to make the clan live toge:thcrq and hold their property in
common, as did some of their contemporarlefs.l-s As a.result ther;: \;:ra.vt udrf-
doubtedly wide variation in both the economic and social status of the indi-

idual households. . .
" uE'II'he Charitable Estate was designed to provide clan members with a

basic measure of economic security and to enable the more gble chi[flren to
get the formal education which was the only means of gaining official em-
ployment and thus maintaining the social status of the clan as a W}.’l(".'le. Bu(;
it certainly did not give a clan any great measure .of economic stab;lh%han

its importance as an economic institution can easily bfe erfaggerateh . o ose
of my readers who are interested in these wider implications of the ari-
table Estate I refer to my previous study of the Fan clan, and to the two

jes. 127
classical accounts of such clan properties.

Sow%;le main source is the Fan-skik chia-sheng ¥ & % M dated 1745, with additions

t i i 6yé bunka
d a microfilm of the copy in the _llbl’ﬂr}f of the Toyd
EP ;0 '{zﬁ?fo}(;a‘{jn?::rsi:y. One chapter of this work is laid out in such a format that
:nl:-lli:;u:y lpza.g': references are impossible. This is Chapter 16 thfa Annual Record 31f the
(()Jharitable Estate (J-chuang sui-chi). In giving referelrlces‘to this very important docu-
ment, [ refer to the year under which the information is to be fou;n\d. e

I,"or Fan Chung-yen’s works Fan Wen-cheng Rung chi ?EEE iE 4 # | which pro-

ide the vast bulk of the other material, I have used three basic _edmons‘ et
e The Ssu-pu ts‘ung-k‘an edition, which reproduces a Ming copy printed z

the éimritable Estate between 15z0-1340, of a Yian edition of the T'ien-li perio

. I cite this as Works. )

[[3292_3'?[?he ]i::hog‘raph edition published in 1919 by the Sao-ye shan-fa;g6base’c_ir ;r;
an edi:tion with prefaces by Ts‘ai Tseng-yi{.’; d;fer:l 1623 and Il:riaonf;i:gd;t\ichlai(zi.iticnal
iti duced by the clan probably in 1620-2. lt co s 1 < :
Ef;::?;lt:rzo:;s:g;onﬁZmui appendices which are included in ali editions. ] cite this as

YSF. . . o
Work; 5-'[-},3 selection of prose compiled by Ctgné ?ﬁoismgd!ﬁ fiﬁt_a:;;d E?::,glp?fa;,li
ia i Cheng-i t'ang ts‘ung-shu 1E under the ti ran
E:;Esg::gﬁ:jm‘ b 3% iE 4% 7% #& . My citations are made frolr]n the ll-etg:lm-;;i in :ll::
ich i avazilable than
‘ung-shu chi-ch'eng, volumes 23 59—_60. Wh.l.C}.l is more generally av e
;)I;si 1-ilrr::fl sTl;m vajue of this compilation is that it mciu‘des a number of unportjst Idoct.}t
meflts i:.n_.r other scholars connected with the Charitable Estate, and in addition i
reduces into some kind of order the chaotic appendices of the Works.

126 See for instance Chao Ting's C‘hia-hsﬁn_p:’-!u and the Cheng-shih k:{ess-f:::.,s u;)ldg;
which even a member who quke of the splitting up of the clan propertie:
jUdgT’i’g:lltyol:if;:zzuftﬁc]:faltl?:gﬁarimble Estate as an institution 13 in Niifia, Shina
mibun-hé sffpp‘r',rg—zo'/. More extensive, and extremely ‘we_ll d:;ur_nep;edi:; 7;:1; e;:
cellent Chiigoku zohkusan seido ki FF B i B K R oi: 5himizu Morimitsu
{Tokyo, 1949}, which is the classic account of the subject.



